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OBSERVATIONS 



UPON 



The LITURGY. 



1 O be a native of the fineft country, and 
to live under the beft conftituted govern- 
ment upon eartti^ate Cubje&s of congratu- 
lation which every Englifhna^n born fince 
the Revolution^•'-^ghcj'/9)ttl , the greateft 
truth, appropriate to hirtvfelf : but it is the 
peculiar felicity of the prefent generation to 
flourifh under the reign of the moft virtu- 
ous Prince that ever fwayed the fceptre, 
who confiders himfelf as exalted by ftatioa 
only above the meaneft of his fubje&s, and 
equally accountable with the loweft magi- 
B ftrate 
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ffcfate to the Supreme Governor of the Uni- 
verfe for the ufe he makes of the authority- 
he is veiled with ; and whenthat authority is 
exercifed by a Firft Minifter, raifed, like the 
phoenix, from the brilliant embers of his 
great * forefather, by the fole influence of 
that aflemMage of virtues which warms and 
enlivens the whole empire ; who, embra- 
cing in his comprehenfive mind the whole 
fyflem of adminiflratJon* and difdaining the 
flow gradations of office, towered at once 
over the numerous fences raifed by cautious 
dullnefs againft tranfcendent genius, and re- 
folutely feized the hekn of the foundering 
State Veflel, re-animated her defponding 
crew, foddered her worm-eaten hull, re- 
paired her fluttered rigging, and (leered iier 
in fafety to the moorings of dignity and 
honour. Nor is our age lefs diftinguifhed 
by the fplendid talents and exalted charac- 
ters of the 'Rulers of our Church ; for at 
what period could we reckon more able de- 
fenders of the do&rines of Chriftianity, or 

more 



more worthy examples of their efficacy, 
than the Prelates who now fill the Bifhops' 
Bench? — Might it not then be expected 
that an age fo diftinguifhed for felicities 
would be equally renowned for its virtues ; 
that refpeft for government, good manners, 
and a ftrift attachment to religious duties, 
would have been its charafteriftics ? — Such, 
however, is the unhappy completion of 
the times, that I fhall run no hazard of in- 
curring the imputation of faftidioufnefs, by 
declaring that at no period fince the Refor- 
mation were any of thofe chara&ers lefs 
merited. For, to leave the two firft out of 
the prefent confederation, am I not juftified 
in afferting that things facred were never 
more profaned ; the holy ordinances more 
(lighted ; nor the fundamental do&rines of 
Chriftianity more generally queftioned ? — 
tfbat Revelation which has fo enlarged the 
faculties of man, opened to him a profpedt 
into futurity, made him acquainted with 
the intelle&ual world, and given him know- 
B 2 ledge 



ledge of the ways and will of the Supreme . 
Being, it is become the boaft of fcience to 
renounce, and that hope of immortality 
which reafon would derive from the foul's 
immatemlity i$ endeavoured to be wrefted 
from us by arguments which degrade man 
from his ftation of only a little lower than 
the angels to a levfcl with the beajls that 
perijh. 

Endeavours to difcpver the caufes of thefc 
njLelancholy efFefts, and to point out reme- 
dies for the malady, may be thought the 
peculiar duty of the clerical order ; but as 
all lawgivers, philofopherc, and raoralifts, 
have concurred in opinion that righteoufnefs 
exalteth a nation, and that the virtue of the 
people is the ^ability of all governments 
$ad the true iburce of public profperity; 
and aU biftory informs us that the moft re- 
nowned nations rofe to greatness by their 
probity of manners and a ferious regard to 
religion, and that when they grew luxuri- 
ous, and defpifers of religion, they became 

{laves 
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(laves to their neighbours ; and if we bo- 
Ueve the being of a God, and have juft no 
tions of his attributes, and think him at all 
concerned in the government of this world, 
we muft neceflarily conclude that virtuous 
nations are his peculiar care, and under his 
immediate prote&ion; and as virtue never 
did, nor never can, fubfift without religion* 
it muft be allowed an undeniable confer 
quence, that the religion of a country 
ought to be as much, at leaft, the objedfc of 
a Statefman's care as its civil government, 
and therefore I humbly prefume it will not 
be deemed impertinent in a layman, who 
has long been in habits of political in* 
veftigation, to offer his afliftance in the di£ 
cuffion of a fubjedt of fuch vail importance 
jto the public profperity and happiacfs. 

Having been brought up a member of 
the Church of England, and early inftruc- 
ted jn the principles of Chriftianity, to 
which I have always been zealoufly attach* 
ed, it has never been my practice to feek 

for 
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for obje&ions to my creed, or examine the 
do&rinraof did Church with a view to find 
fault j but* oii tiae contrary, my redding 
upont. OTntroverfial fubjedts has been con- 
fined- to the writers in-. defeat* of the efta- 
bliihed religion for the wmfiitaatkKi of my 
faith, attd^dfeeii , em0val^af?fuch difficulties 
as have occaficteatty fprung up in my own 
mind; what! khow, thdrfeforei of the ar«* 
guments oT objcQwi I have^ learned from 
the quotations tof 4&eiij; anfweirers : and 
Jhoukt 1, in the ptrrfuit of v*ny prefent un- 
dertaking, appear to 'Coincide with any of 
them,. J beg^I may^nbk be^iuppofedof their 
party*- or rangedi uttd^r the banners of any 
fe#*in opp^ti6n*to the diabhfhed religion, 
as my fincere purpofe and defire is to reftore 
and extmd^tsitfftitettfcei and tevive a ttfytft 
fbritsbrdihance^*^" ^ " 

.,,.-:■■-,----• • Thc 

* The venerable Society for propagating the Got 
pel, "of Which I have been long a member, will, I 
truft, give full credit to this declaration. ,The three 

tradU 



The circumftance, of all other*, which 
has been moft .injurious to Christianity, is 
the disagreement of its profeflbrs upon points 
which all deem . cflfential ; for how can a 
religion be of general utility about which 
its profeflbrs difagree, is the common objec- 
tion of its adverfaries, though feldom urged 
with fo much force as I find it put into the 
mouth of Mr. Dechaine by the Author of 
Deifm Revealed.^- ¥ I wan*/ • lays he* " to 
go to Heaven the neaieft way ; who will 
be my guide?"-^" I will," fey* the 
Engliih Prieft ; " no one knows the way 
** fo well as I."*—" Have a care," lays the 
Papift ; ** if you, go with him, he will lead 
" you to the Devil.. Follow me, and, 

traili which I drew up twenty years ago, at the de- 
fire of that moft excellent Prelate who was then Pre- 
fident, and prefented to them, are vouchers in their 
own hands for the truth of it; and as the fubjeft of 
two of thefe tra&s has lately been much agitated, I 
have thought it proper now to reprint and publifh 
therm 

" though 
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* though you fhut your eyes, I will lead 
« 4 you a pleafant and fhort cut : we ihall be 
** there prefently." — " Hold," fays tha 
Scotch Prieft j " if you go with that fel- 

* low, he will lead you ftraight to the 
** whore of Babylon, and pick your poc- 

* kets by the way/* — " Friend, ftep with 
«* tne," fays the Quaker, " and thee fhalt 
" enjoy the light of a lamp I have within." 
*«* «* Pfhaw, there is no need of burning 
*' daylight," fays the Socinian : " that fel- 
" low, however, attempting to fnuff the 
w candle of Chriftianity, hath put k out, 
" and is aft dark within as a dungeon: I 
** have the «w %£/> a fecret that makes 
** the way to Heaven -as -broad and as finooth 
" as a turnpike." — . It is then well worth 
our moft fericros confideratiort whether the 
methods heretofore purfued as the means of 
preferving union are the moft fit, and likely 
to attain that end, or whether ibme of them 
trr «ot in a g$od degree chargeable with 
the divifions with which we are thus re- 
proached. 
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proached. The methods I allude to are, 
the multiplication of creeds, and the inter- 
polation or fuperaddition of expofitions of 
Scripture to the text, and making fucb in- 
terpolations and expofitions articles of faith i 
for by fuch means the dodtrines, as reveal- 
ed by God in the Holy Scriptures, become 
no longer the obje&s of belief, or the fub- 
je& of difcpffion : but the txpofition given 
tt> them by fallible men, too often a&uated 
by party prejudice or refentment againft 
their adverfaries. To fuppofe that God 
fhould fend his Son into the world to in- 
ftru& mankind in his Holy Will, and that 
the Son, by whom we were created, fhould 
not have made that Will known in terms 
which all could underftand ; and that his 
Gofpel, of the writings of his Apoftles, 
which were di&ated by the Holy Ghoft, 
fhould not be fufficiently intelligible for 
the cbmprehenfion of all reafonable men, 
but that it was neceffary for an affembly 
of uninfpired churchmen, four hundred 
C years 



years 9ft$r f tp frame ^pofifipns and fu- 
p«Hra<}4 wtffkg of faith tp djofe, whiph the 
Apoftje* bad reqijirpd their profelytes to 
fijbfpribe to and fclieve, is plainly mow 
refpe<ftful fo human fegacity thap Pivino 
pr^fcience ; and the confequences of fuch 
fOF^fmntptioa have (h^wn it |q have been of 
human origin ; fpr if the poqptpofitipas of 
tjheffc councils could h$ye prevented or fyp- 
pr&ftpd faofe ppiiiioi>$ which they deeded 
fepr^tical, tfya very namps pf thofe opi- 
ftipQS WPuld have bfpp extinguilhed long 
before the Reformation * and we fhould 
8pw, hays Hnpwn no n&ore pf them than 
WS 40 flf the tenets of 4|he Druids j but 
it happened with the councils' endeavours 
K? cure hersfy hy fteflh <Mjticle$ of faith as 
it i$ faid to happen with tinkers mending 
9ft 0I4 kPfffe> *9 r one hole they flopped 
th?y nfiade fwp 1 and J think I have rec- 
Ifpned up RQ lef$. than ninety^fix feveral 
h^refies whicl^ have been at; dtffef ent times 

9Pndeo»ed, 
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ecmifaned*; ' We have t* thank Go4 
that foch aflfertiblifes no longer fubfift, and 
that fait atgmftetit and found r*afofiing*ffe 
the only rtitans now employed ' to rtprtft 
ftrror umi ftfppow the truth $ and the pen 
*>f a HurJot t-Hoffeky k found to be a 
mote efle&ual Weajftfh for that purpofe 
than the anathema df a council or a frefl* 
article foifted into an old Credenda. With 
fuch champions, it would be arrogance ia 
me to enrol myfelf ; but while they* witfc 
a hoft of able ^cciefiaft ical combatants, are 
carrying the war into the Gfcet&f* qua** 
ters, and ftrengtfcening the bulwarks of 
our ChWfcft, I s Aiiy be* not urttifefhlly em^ 

* Tot the teftrfiAatioWtff tffcjf uciMaftttd ftkdttiy I 
&4ll gi*e here the name* of the tufeMty-fo** wh«& 
fcegin . with the letter ^ ; *— Aheilars,; Aciphatet 
Adamites, Aginnian$, Agnoites, Adnoites, Aginuii, 
Albanois, Alogiahs, Angelici, Angelites, Annomians, 
Ande&ns, Antidicomafiani, Antimmians, AritittffiUs, 
Ap&Ctoikk$i A<£uarii, Atckontiigptt^ Anfttt^Saii* 
•*rri*nt+ Ac&timsy Afcodrogites, AnarciHaR. 

C z ployed 
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ployed in looking into its internal ft rue* 
ture, and examining into the correfpon-* 
dence of all the parts with the bafis upon 
which it ftands* This I humbly conceive 
is an employment for which a lay member 
of the Church is better qualified than an 
ecclefiaftic % for as the latter muft, when 
he takes upon him the facred function, 
declare his aflent and confent to the whole 
of the articles and liturgy* he would ex- 
pofe himfelf to the charge of infincerity 
were he afterwards to find fault with any 
thing contained in them ; and fo having 
once made up his mind to an implicit fub- 
miflion to things as he found them, he 
never afterward fuffers his judgement to 
exercife itfelf in an examination of their 
propriety and perfeft conformity to the 
Hcdy Scriptures. Thefe (hackles Upon the 
judgement a layman is exempt from ; and, 
asL?have already made an avowal of my 
faith and principles, and declared my pur- 
pofe, I fhall enter upon this very import 

tant f 
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tAnt, and indeed awful, inveftigation with 
that integrity of heart which refuks from 
convi&ion of a&ing in the.prefence of att 
Qmnifeient Judge, and purfue it with that 
Candour and freedom becoming one who 
knows the value and feels the fentimentk 
of Chriftian liberty, who refpe&s all m 
authority, who reverences his fuperiors, in 
Church and State, who loves, nay almoft. 
adores, his King, but who fears his Go4 
pnly. 

To begin, then, the particulars in which 
the Church of England may be faid to give 
offence to real Chriftians, who maka the 
Holy Scriptures the rule of their faith f 
may be comprifed under four heads :— * 
The firft, the retaining in its articles and 
liturgy things or expreffions which the 
moft orthodox of the Clergy think it ne« 
ceflary to explain away in the pulpit, or 
give a very different meaning to from what 
the words made ufe of convey in their or* 
binary and ufual acceptation. For in- 

{lance, 
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ilihcey ihe £th article &ys f «♦ that orlgfc 
♦^ttal fin is the fault and corntftimof the* 
wnatttre of every man, &e.; and there* 
•M&fc mitery ftrfm bofa Mo the wrrld 
^&ffamb&vd'i<t»rM and damnation." 
ffcrifcrtf&o ; lias not heard this dcwShine ex-' 

md% frronene/s Willi arid- who has aot 
heard the Jenle&ce primourtcqd spoil Adam 
for h» tnmfgw*ffi<>n defifted r6 be ft tempo- 
ral ^death* oteiyV" 'Or 1©& of immortality, 
witfcnrt *fty Mektot& toa Mure datnna- 
than jptioft t&at coaftqAikitly, ^ther bHgfr 
Daft of^der \^a9not^/<^^, why fl*ofckl 
his unidfFertdihg -dafoefldints bfe obnosioa3 
t+fe;^Tl^t$ltt?3tftie!fe %s, **that ttftfr** 
«■• (<**thdtrtj*ny ( «»*e^|ktt) ddte befemthe 
** grace of Chafe* *&*- the &fpirad0ri 6t 
»■' tm holy fpirit, *&<#* ■■&* thuM ''*»/' £«# 
«*■ thty bav* the natmr ofjkf* But^who* 
t*ei?.ha* beeit in a church when the h-if- 
fwy of Conwlius's^ ca^vetfiow has beeri 
- r ••«■'. ' remarked 
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f£mafke4 upon, rnu.ft have heard of tht 
aceeptablenefs and efficacy «£ good work* 
4one,l?efore the grace of Q» rift or tjw in* 
ipiration of Jiis holy jfpirii:.'— Ti»e, I ith ar-» 
t«4f declares, " We are accpui^^i%hte>* 
** < pua before God &lj ft^r rb^e j$erit , of 
V pur Lord and $avionr Jfe£u$>$JBfjft»i,^ 
" faith* and not for our own. works Q$ 
"- defcrving^; wherefore that, we are juft 
" tified by fifth onfyi is a, mqft vvholeforn* 
**: 4ocVine, and .vejy j.jruljLpf comfort/'. 
Buj who. hap ever heard *a attack upon 
Mfithodifrn from the pvtfpit, r «hat *ha$ not 
beard, in ftill {fcrpnge* terms thaft the 
words of St. James, that folk "withm 
ywrkt is dead. I© itfe© <£ateehifsa». which* 
being a part of the Book of Common 
Prayer, is t& be, ^onfidejred as containing 
the do&rines of the Church, we are taught 
to fay, V that, the body and blood of our 
" Lord Chrift are verily and indeed. taken 
•« and received by the faithful in the 

" Lord's 
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* 4 Lord's Supper*;" and in the exhorta** 
toon to the celebration of that Sacrament 
we are told, 4C that if we receive the fame 
u unworthily r we are guilty of the body 
* 4 and blood of Chrift our Saviour, that 
M we eat and drink our own damnation ;" 
and we are called upon by the Prieft who 
adminifters, to confefs our own unworthi- 
nefs> but notwithftanding to pray that we 
may " fo eat the fleflv of Jefus Chrift, 
cc and drink his blood, that, by his body, 
u our finful bodies may be made clean/' 
Add have we not often heard the fame 
Mihifter who fo folemnly repeats thefe fen- 
tences, excite his audience to a more con- 
ftant attendance at the communion table, 

* When a little girl, to whom I was teaching the 
Catechifm, came to this anfwer, fhe afked me whe- 
ther the body of Chrift was dreffed for them, or given, 
to them raw ; and, upon my telling her it was only 
eaten figuratively and fpiritually, fhe cried out, 
<c Oh t then, I know the meaning of figuratively 
u and fpiritually — it is verify and indeed? 
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by alluring them that the damnation pro- 
nounced by St. Paul in his Epiftle to the 
Corinthians means only felf condemnation* 
and that their general unworthinefs will 
not expofe them to incur it. — I might pro- 
duce more inftances under this head ; but 
thofe I have mentioned are fufficient to 
prove the allegation ; and I am neither 
cenfuring nor excufing the pra&ice. 

Under the fecond head may be com* 
prifed fuch things in the articles or litur- 
gy, which, perhaps, from a defire to avoid 
the danger of reforming too much, or to 
accommodate to the prejudices of men at 
the time, or from the fallibility of human 
reafon in thofe who compiled the articles 
and liturgy, are not Jtrldlly conformable to 
the doctrine of Chrift and his Apoftles, 
and cannot be literally proved from the 
New Teftament. Two of the inftances I 
gave under the former head may with 
great propriety be claffed under this alio, 
viz. what is faid of the facramental bread 
D and 
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and wine In the Gatechifm* and Comiiiti- 

niori Service, and* of original fin tfhd' f bf 

; ' ' ' : ' works 

*. The moft bigojtcd Papift 9oul4not 7 defire. a 
ftronger declaration in favour of tranfubflantiation 
than the words I have before quoted ; and the Abbe 
Man Kimfelf might communicate with the Church of 
England under the fan&ion of their precife meaning. 
Yet furriy, of all abfurdmes that 'ever entered the 
J>i;ain of a zealot, that of tranfubflantiation is the moft 
.glaring. To believe that Chrift held his body in his 
hand when he took the bread, and that when he gave 
it to the twelve Apoftles to eat he a&ually went down 
the throats of all of them With it >one after another, 
fcrfd, lift' of all, as Satan entered into }ud?is with the 
fep, that Qhrift and the Devil went together down his 
throat, and th?t all this while thrift appeared to. be 
fitting in the midft of his Apoftles, and John leaning 
quietly on his breaft, requires a monftrous craw in- 
deed, aha a fwallow as wide as Judas's or the Abbe 
'Man's*' t The~ legerdemain of the Conjuror, who 
pretended to Jifcld his head in hisr band, or to jump 
down his own throaty was nothing to this; and the 
poor Hypochondriac, who fancied he had got the 
cobler and his work/hop in his belly, might plead the 
authority of this article of Romifh faith as a full 

juftification 
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Works before grjice, in the 9th and 13th 
articles; above recitqd. 

In 

juftification of his conceit. — Metaphorical or figu- 
rative expreffions, though they may be ufed with 
great propriety to convey an abftrufe or hidden mean- 
ing, are very unfit to be introduced into articles or 
copfeflions of faith.. The eating tbefiejh and drinking 
the, blood oi the Son of Man does not fhock us, be- 
caufe we are accuftomed to the found of the words; 
but let us hear another Scripture metaphor, which we 
are not ufed to, propofed as an article of faith, and 
we fhall perceive our judgement to revolt at it. — Da* 
vid defcribes the providence of God over the righte* 
ous, by faying, " He fhall keep them under his wings, 
" and they fhall be fafe under his feathers," and the 
metaphor is eafily underftood ; but who would not be 
offended if he was required to declare his folemn be- 
lief that he was kept under God's wings, or that he 
was verify and indeed under God's feathers; ahd yet 
this metaphor is not more revolting than that of eat- 
ing flefhand drinking blood. — How thefe expreffions 
came to be ufed by our Saviour, and afterwards by 
St. Paul, I once heard mofl fatisfaftorily accounted 
for by that mofl excellent and learned Divine, the 
prefent Bifhop of Bath and Wells, in a fermon he 
D z preached 



In the firft of the thirty-nine articles 
the following definition of the word God 

is 

preached about twenty years fince at St» George's 
Church ; and as that fermon has not been publiihed, 
though I hope it, and many others of his Lordfhip's, 
will be, I (hall venture to ftate his argument as well 
as my recolle£Uon at this diflance will enable me to 
do, and 1 truft to his Lordftrip's goodnefs for pardon 
if I miftake any thing. After (hewing that it was 
the cuflom of our Saviour to avail himfelf of every 
prefent circumftance or occurrence to inculcate a pre- 
cept or recommend a duty, and mentioning the in- 
flances of his calling himfelf the living water from 
Heaven to the woman of Sartiaria who came to draw 
water, the bread to his Difciples when they wanted 
bread, and the door, the {hephecd, the vine, and fo 
forth, upon other occafions, his Lordfliip told us, that 
it was the cuftom among the Jews, at the celebra- 
tion of the paflbver, for the mafter of the family to 
divide the pafcal lamb among his guefts, faying to 
each, as he gave him his portion, This is the pa/cat 
lamhr take and eat it in remembrance of the deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage. Now as the pafcal lamb was 
the type of Chrift's facrifice of himfelf, and when 
the thing typified was performed the type was to 

ceafe, 
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is given : — " There is but one living and 
" true God, without body, parts, or paf* 

lions. 
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ceafe, and a new inftitution to take place of it III 
Commemoration of what the type bad prefigured* 
our Saviour, in conformity to the Jewifh cuftom, and 
to apply the pafcal lamb immediately to himfelf, taker 
the bread and wine, which w»re hereafter to be eaten 
and drank in commemoration of his death and our dt» 
liverance thereby from the bondage of fin and death* 
and gives them to his Difciples in like manner as wat 
done with the pafcal Iamb, only altering the form of 
the words to fuit the change in the thing given and 
the thing to be remembered ; for, inftead of fayftlg 
take and eat the pafcal lamb, in commemoration of 
the deliverance from Egyptian bondage, he foya* 
" Take and eat this my body, which is given for 
c< you, and drink this my blood of the New Tefta* 
' c ment, which is flied for you, and for many, hit 
u the remiffion of fins; do this in remembrartCe of 
" me, who am the facrifice typified by the pafcal 
<c lamb, and am now going to lay down my life to 
" redeem you and all mankind from the bondage of 
« fin." The words, therefore, this is my body and 
this is my blood, can be only underftood to have thf 
fame reference to the real body and blood of Chrift 

at 
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c * fions,, of infinite power, wifdpm,..and 
'* goocJnp&, the maker and preserver „ of 

" all 

as the words this is the pafial lamb were underftood to 
have to the very pafcal lamb which the Ifraelites had 
killed and eaten the night before they left Egypt, and 
no other, — This account, faid his Lordfhip, is by no 
ifceaps intended tQ leflen the refpeft and reverence: en- 
tertained for thc.fapred. .ordinance. q{ the. Sacrament 
ctf the Lord's Supper, or to abate the hopes of ad- 
vantage from it. Thofe who prefent themfelves at 

" the communion table, earnefily repenting of their fins, 
ik hve and charity with their neighbour, fully purpofing 
to lead, a new life, following the commands of God, and 
walking henceforth in his holy ways, not truJHngJntkejr- 
own righteoufnefs, but in the manifold and great mereies 
of Almighty God) and in that full, perfefi, and fuffieient 

facrifice, oblation, and fatisfaclion, made by his only Son 
Jefus Chrijl for the fins of the whole world, may rely 
upon the ineftimable benefits of his death andpaffion\ 
the remiJftQn of their fins, and the firengtbeningand.xe* 

frefhing of their fouls, JtyMs grace \and heavenly benedic* 
tion.-~-lm{ha\l only prefume to add to this excellent 
difcourfe, that it ought to be remembered, that, al- 
though a feven-days' folemn preparation was required 
of thofe who celebrated the paflbver, yet the pafcal 

fupper 
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" all things both vifible and invifible ; and 
•** in unity of this Godhead there be three 
" perfons, of one fubftance, power j aftd 
" eternity, the Father, Son* and Holy 
« Ghoft.'- This definition clearly, -and 
perfectly correfponds with the commaiid 

fupper was confidered as a feafi '-by the Jews, and thofe 
who partoojc of it made a hearty meal. , Wh«n> 
therefore, the Eucharift came to be celebrated in its 
room, the lovers of good cheer could not brook the 
fubftitution of a cruft of bread for a (lice of lamb* 
and fuch of them as could afford it brought other 
Vi&uals with them to eat along with it j and a* the 
Eucharift was always celebrated in thofe times at 
every meeting, ah^bit of. gluttony and inebriety j^as 
acquired by many of the hew profelytes. This was 
particularly the cafe of the Corinthians; and to 
their cafe, and fuch as refemble it, St. Paul's Epiftie 
to them is to be applied: and the confequences of 
fdifeafeand deaths which he fays had fallen upon 
' them, being no other than the natural effeds of glut- 
tony and drunkennefs, which no Ghriftian can now 
be guilty of at the communion table, no Chriftian has 
now to apprehend, however unworthy he may think 
himfelf, of approaching it. 

.of. 



of Chrift recorded by St. Matthew, to 
ho£ti%e all nations in the mme of the Fa- 
tiiTi and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghofi ; 
and the declaration of the Holy Ghoft by 
St« John, That there are three which bear 
record in Heaven, the Father^ the Word, and 
the Holy Ghojl ; and by St. Paul, in his 
bkfling to the Corinthians, ^the grace of 
Mtr Lord Jefus Chrift, and the love of 
Chd, and the communion of the Holy Ghoft, 
he with you all ; except in the interpola- 
tion of the word perfon, which is not to 
b$ found in either of thofe facred texts : 
•but let any plain Chriftian carry this 
definition with him to the Athanafian 
Creed, and do his utmoft to reconcile 
it with the curious difquifitions of the 
Deity.. -it contains, and if he fucceeds to 
his own fatisfa£tion, ? he will do well r J0 
oblige the Chriftian wttrld with his dif- 
(Covery, and I, for one, will thank him 
moft fincerely for it, as none of the nu- 
merous champions of that Creed have 

ever 
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eVer been able to reconcile it to my con- 
vidtion. 

That we can know nothing of God but 
what he has been pleafed to reveal of him- 
felf, is a truth generally aflented to, and 
the natural confequence of it is, that no- 
thing fhould be added to, or diminifhed 
from, God's own declarations refpe&ing 
himfelf by human authority, or, in the 
words of the 20th article, €4 That al-» 
though the Church be a witnefs and a 
keeper of Holy Writ, yet as it ought 
44 not to decree any thing againjl the fame, 
44 fo, befides the fame, ought it not to en- 
44 force any thing to be believed." How, 
then, may I aik, has it happened, that 
when Chrift commanded his Apoftles to 
baptize all nations in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoft, thus clearly expreffing three dis- 
tinctions in the Divine Nature, and ma- 
king them known to us under the rela- 
tions of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
E and 
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and requiring our faith in them aw fucb+ 
that the Church fhould take upon it to add 
the * words Gad and perfon to each of thefe 
diftinftions, and ;fo to amend Chrift-s in- 
iftitutton as to .make him fay, according to 
the .Athanafian -Greed, " iBaptizs them in 
*" £he;name of the per/on vf God the Fa- 
??* iber.j the per/on &f Gad the Son, zndthe 
M per/on of Godjhe Moly Ghofk" and.alfo 
•to make St. John Jay, that there arc three 
sperfons which ;bear record in Heaven, the 
perfon of God the. Father r (the perfon of God 
the Son, and the perfon of Gad the .Holy 
•Gbqft. jUothis queftion, the trueaniwer, 
J believe, is, that divines are men of like 
:pafiiqns with laymen, and that aig^neral 
council ;being, as the ^ lift article « exprefles 
•it, " an affembly of men whereof aULtie not 
*' governed wifihlheipirit of God, may .err, 
•*+ andfometimeshave erred," and therefore 
-were as liable to fiuaian andipartyinftu- 
-ence .as a Parliament ; iand that whoever 
.acquires power in j&$iou^times, will.ufe 

it 
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it for the opprefiion of their tuiverfaries andr 
opponents. We do not now, thank God^ 
live in fuch times, and therefore 1/ fHaH 
fay no more upon this fubjeft:;. bnt^ I> 
tnifti I (hall live to fee the Apoftles* Creed: 
in iteprhnithejlate, the only Creed of the 
Church of England. I fay in its primitive 
ftate; for I do not find any warrant for 
die modern interpolation of Chrift's x defcent 
into Hell, as that place is confidered by 
Chriftians to be the place of punifhment 
for the fallen angels and wicked men after 
judgement The word tranflated Hell in 
the^ paflage' of the 16th Pfalm, which is 1 
quoted by St; Peter, I have been told (for 
I do not underftand Hebrew) is the fame 
which, in other places of the Old Tefta- 
merit, is tranflated the pit, or the grave, 
or abyfs, and has no fignification that de- 
notes a place of punifhment, and, indeed, 
it would be very ftrange if it had fuch a 
fignification when its utterers had no fuch 
conception ; for however the Pharifees, or 
E 2 the 
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the generality of the Jews, might entertain 
fbme notions of a future ftate of rewards 
and punifhments in common with the reft 
of mankind, yet no reference is made to 
fuch a ftate in the Mofaic Difpenfation, 
nor can I find in the Old Teftament any 
mention made of the apoftacy or punifh- 
ment of the fallen angels, nor was the 
refurredion of the body, which muft of 
neceffity be connected with the belief of 
ftich a ftate, ever revealed, nor, indeed, 
with any propriety could be, before the, 
coming of our Saviour, who literally 
brought a future life and immortality to 
light, by reftoring us to a condition of en- 
joying it *. This prophecy of David's can- 
not 

* The paflage in Job, and the declaration of Mar- 
tha, which are cited as proofs of the belief of a re-* 
furre£Hon among the Jews, are no evidence of the 
fadl; when the author of the Book of Job, and the 
period in which he writ it are afcertained, it will be 
time enough to admit its authenticity, and even then, 

I much 
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not therefore be a fufficient authority for 
our profeffing our belief, that Chrift def~ 
cended to the place of the damned, nor 
does St. Pcter'^ ufe of it imply fuch a 
thing; for he applies it to Chrift, drawing 

I much doubt whether what he fays of his. Redeemer 
can be fitly applied to Chrift, or the renovation of 
his Jkin and Jiejh to a refurredUon from the dead : 
but as that fine paflage makes a part of the moft of- 
fering fervice that ever was compofed, and which 
has often, in my infancy, melted my heart within 
pie, and raifed my foul in ecftafy to Heaven, when 
repeated by that great ornament of the Church of 
Ireland, and faithful fervant of his God, my dear 
and early friend, Dr. Skelton, as I walked with him 
before a corpfe to the grave; I fhould be forry to 
deprive others of the like fatisfaflion, and will there- 
fore criticife it no farther. The other inftance, Mar- 
tha's declaration, may be fairly confidercd as the re- 
fult of what Chrift himfelf, or her brother Lazarus, 
who was much with him, had taught her; for we 
find, in the 5th chapter of St. John, fix chapters 
before that in which her declaration is made, that 
Chrift publicly taught in the Temple the refurreclion 
of the laft d?y* 

a paral- 
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a parrallel between his: refurre&ion and; 
David's remaining in the grave, whereas, , 
if he had meant that his hearers fhould> 
conceive that the foul of Chrift was deli— 
vered /rem, Hell* the place of the dammed*: 
he ought to have (hewn them that David's 
foul was ftill there ; and it is worthy of 
remark, that when St. Paul quotes the 
femePfalxp to his audience, at Antjpch* he 
goes no farther than the words, Ithov jkafa 
9ei: Jkfftr- thine holy, one to fee corruption* 
omitting thofe of not leaving his foul 1 
in Hell; and when he fpeaks of Chrift V 
afcemfipn. into Heaven,, he fays, who is Jt 
that, afcended into Heaven. but. him, that de-> 
fanded, into the, earth (not into Hell): if», 
however, Chrift dejeended into Hell, that* 
Hall muft be fome where below us ; but as, 
according to the prefent philofophy, there 
is neither above, not below* but in reference 
tqr the, refpe£fcjve centers and furfaces of; 
each body, therefore >Hell, to be below us, 
muft be in the center of our earthy and* 

all 
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all our ivolcangs may be fuppofedto be its 
chimneys, or poffibly entrances into it; 
(for we all have read that its gates Jiand open 
night and day\ but if we are to believe 
-that Chrift or his foul went dawn into this 
HdL> we ought to be told how he can* 
back again to the fepulchne, to rife from 
thence on the third day, which he cer- 
tainly muft have done, unlefs we fuppofe, 
with the Chriftolytes, to whofe abftird 
faith this foifted article gave the occafion, 
that he left his foul and body behind him 
in Hell. But let us examine the fad: as 
far as we are informed of it by the Evan- 
gelifts ; St. Luke tells us, Chrift faid to 
one of the thieves upon the crafc, tfbk 
day ihmjbdt be with me in Parstdtfe; and 
we are well affured that his body was laid 
in the fepulchre, and remained there from 
Friday evening until Sunday morning: 
Now let me alk the advocates for this 
&frq>ti)tloiis article, whether, if the ibul 
af Chrift went both to Hell and Paradife, 

which. 
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which they fuppofe it went to firft ? If to 
Hell, he muft have taken the foul of the 
penitent thief along with him, who muft 
have thought it at leaft a round-about way 
to paradife, and entertained fome appre- 
henfions that his condu&or had mijlaken 
the road ; and we may fafely fay, with 
the ludicrous poet, " that he was the firft 
* 4 thief that found, and laft that pafled that 
" way" to it ; indeed, upon this fuppofition, 
it would not be unreafonable to fuppofe 
the impenitent thief might be of the party, 
fo far as the going into Hell, as that was 
to be the place of his deftination ; but if 
it be faid that Chrift or his foul went into 
Paradife, and leaving there the penitent 
thief, went down afterwards into Hell, 
the article ought to have been fo expreffed, 
and his afcent into Paradife put before his 
defcent into Hell. 

Indeed \ cannot conceive the reafon which, 
induced the Church to make Chrift's de- 
fcent into Hell* an article of our faith* and 

not 
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not his afcent into Paradife, when they had 
Chrift's own word for his going to the one, 
and only a doubtful prophecy of David, and 
a dark expreffion of St. Peter, to authorize 
the other ; unlefs it was for the fake of 
giving a little countenance to the gainful 
doftrine of purgatory ; for the a&ual fepa- 
ration of his foul and body, which I pre- 
fume \s the do&rine meant to be inculcated, 
would have been as effe&ually declared, by 
faying he afcended into Paradife, as by fay- 
ing that he defcended into Hell. But what 
have ChrifHans to do with either, that they 
fhould be required to profefs their folemn 
belief of it ? It is enough for us to know, 
that Chrlft died for our Jim ', androfe again 
for our jujlification, 'and is gone into Heaven 
to make inter cejjion for us. 

What Church upon earth is that Holy 
Catholic Churchy in which I am requir- 
ed to* profefs my belief ? I really do 
not know ! As a member of the Church 
of England, I believe // to be not only 

F Jhe ^ 
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the, beft in Chriftendom, but fuperior 
to all exifting Churches ; but yet I cannot 
recoiled! that J ever heard it ftyled the Holy 
Catholic Church ; and I am equally at a 
lofs to know what Communion of Saints it is 
that I am required to believe in ; for I have 
heard of none upon earth, fince the regi- 
cides of the feyenteenth century, except the 
inhabitants of Bofton in New England, in 
neither of whole communion do I fuppofe 
thofe by whom this article was framed or 
enjoined intend I fhould believe. 

The alteration made in the terms in which 
the three laft articles of the Apoftles' Creed 
arepropofed to the godfathers and godmothers 
of an infant at baptifm, . from the manner in, 
which they are propofed to the whole con- 
gregation, in the morning and evening fer- 
vice, has never, that I know of, been ac- 
counted for. The remijjion of fins, and the 
forgivenefs of fins, convey nearly, though 
not exactly, the fame idea ; but the refurrec- 
tion of theflefhj and the refurreStion of the 

body* 
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body , are very different things indeed.-— 
The Apoftle aflures us, that our mortal bo- 
dies Jhall put on immortality \ and that our na- 
tural bodies (hall be vaifedjpiritual bodies, and 
be fafliioned like unto Chrift's fpiritual bo- 
dy ; all of which defcriptions utterly exclude 
the poffibility of the refurre£tion of our fiejh ; 
and if // was raifed, we are aflured it could 
not enter the kingdom of Heaven, which is 
rather an unpleafant circumftance for the 
defenders of this dodtrine ; but indeed no 
dne who has ever read Mr. Locke's letters 
to Stillingfleet, or the difcourfes of that 
greateft of all human reafbners, Bifhop Sher- 
locke, can believe in the refurre£tion of 
the fiejh, or lame numerical body*. I 

fhall 

* That Chrift's body, though immaculate, was 
fpiritualized in the fepulchre, may be fairly colle&ed 
from what is faid of it after his refurre&ion. When 
be makes himfelf known to Mary in the garden, who 
would immediately have laid hold of his feet, h- D.ys, 
Touch me not, for I am not yet afcended to my f other ; 
which I conceive to mean, " You cannot touch iru , 
F 2, " \<V*^ , 
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(hall give no more inftances under this 
head, though others are not wanting, but 

proceed 



" Mary, for my body is now prepared to afcend to 
€S ray father." And his fudden appearances, and va- 
nifhing from among his difciples at all other times 
before his afcenfion, gives good ground for this inter- 
pretation : nor do the inftances which are often quoted 
of the materiality of his body contradift it, when 
clofely examined. For, when he blefled and brake 
the bread at Emmaus, it is not faid that he eat it ; 
and when he invited Thomas to thruft his finger into 
the prints of the nails, it is not faid that Thomas did 
fo, for he was fatisfied with feeing them; as Chrift 
himfelf fays, Becaufe, Thomas, thou haft feen, (not 
touched) thou haft believed; and although Peter fays, 
they (the Apoftles) did eat and drink with bim y after he 
rofefrom the dead, that does not imply that he ate and 
drank with them ; and though St. Luke, in his very 
abridged account in his Gofpel of Ch rift's appearances, 
after his refurre&ion, fays, that he took the piece of 
broiled \fijb and honey-comb, and did eat before them ; he 
does not repeat his eating them in his Introdudtion to 
the A&s ; and St. John, who is much more particu- 
lar in relating that circumftance, fays, that Jefus, af- 
ter 
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proceed to a third, which has been the na- 
tural, though moft unhappy, confequence 

of 



ter defiring the difciples to come and dine, cometh and 
taketh the bread* and giveth them, and fijh likewife ; 
but does not fay he ate any of either himfelf : and both 
Matthew and Mark are wholly filent upon the point* 
Indeed, the former fays, the women, whom he firft 
appeared to, held him by the feet, and worjhipped him ; 
but this can only mean, that they fell at his feet, and 
would have held them, and kifled them, as one of them 
had done before his crucifixion, but that they were 
forbidden to do fo in the words before quoted from St* 
John. There is no inflance of Chrift's entering a 
chamber to his difciples before his crucifixion, but 
in the manner of other men ; and if no change had 
happened in his body after his death, or he had not 
intended that the Apoftles fhould perceive there was, 
it is not to be fuppofed that he wourd have done other- 
wife after his refurre&ion ; but as he had now fully 
convinced them that his kingdom, which they were 
fo eager to fee eftablifhed, was not of this world, he 
might judge it proper to give them demonftrative evi- 
dence that their bodies might be rendered capable of 
entering into, and enjoying it, where it was to be. 

That 
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of the preceding, viz. the miftaken zeal of 
many, in reprefenting and defending thofe 
interpolations and expofitions of men, as 
the vfiry words of Chrift or his Apoftles, 
and thus departing; from the plain declara- 
tions of Scripture, in fearqh of cunningly-de- 
vlfed fables^ and fo involving the two toge- 
ther, that every advantage the adverfaries of 
Chriftianky gain over the one is. fuppofed to 
be a triumph over, or confutation of, the 
other. For inftance, the Athanafian Creed 
is reprefented and defended as fo literally 
copied from the Evangelifts and Apoftles, 
that whoever refiifes his confent to every 
tittle of it, is considered as a difbeliever of 
Chrift's Divinity, and adenyer of the three 

That Chrift could render his body, however fpiritu- 
alized, tangeable as well as vttible, there can be no 
doubt ; and therefore his having been felt or handled, 
would by no means prove its materiality ; but as ma- 
ny idle things have been faid about the manner of his 
appearances and difappearances, I thought it right to 
examine the relations of the fads thus critically. 

diftinc- 
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diStin&ions in the Divine Nature in which . 
we are commanded to be baptized ; and 
what is Still more to be lamented, many 
who go to that cteed to learn Christianity, 
as conceiving it to contain nothing but what 
all Chriftians muft and do believe, come 
away Shocked or confounded, and in com- 
pliment to their own reafbn, or to preserve 
it, enlift under the banners of Deifm ; info* 
much, that I really believe that creed has 
made more Deifts than all the writings of 
all the opugners of Christianity, Since it was 
firft unfortunately adopted in our liturgy; 
and that reflection is a proper introduction 
to the laft head of complaint I have to dif- 
cufs, which is, that the rulers of our Church, 
though fenfible themfelves of thefe impro- 
prieties, continue to prefs them on their 
clergy and flocks, and oppofe all attempts, 
to reform or corre£t them. But here my 
lamentations are turned to rejoicing ; for, 
inSlead of finding fubje&s of .complaint, 
there is abundant caufe for exultation. The 
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great and .excellent rulers of our Church 
have already given their fanftiotf. to . the. 

greater part of the reforms J* have been 

\j^.-y* ^ i A-.r: ■'.) y^.-' \\ '.v.- v.." *. .*?*.."».! ■'*!*.£ *-wf.:Xj[ 
pointing put, but became I conceive that 

XT .■,;%/[ Zfr^js-i.. , v; ;:a 'i,-M u: , ,.T;- 4 ,y>fi 

matters of facfcf momentous concern ought 
not to'be lightLy, fet about;, or haftijy con- 
eluded,. nor take place before they are gene- 
rally defired, I, have taken, this method of 
bringing them under the public confident- 
tion, that they may have a fair and candid 
difepffion, before any ftep is taken towards 
obtaining authority, to carry them into exe- 
cut^on. : r v _ ... x . 

Among the many . and great advantages 
this kingdojn has derived, as well as immi- 
nent dangers it has efcaped, through the fe-'. 
paration of the thirteen American States 
from its Government*, may be ' reckoned 
the ere&ion of an American epifcopal 
Church, independent of that of England ; 

\* This fabj*ia4tll be fully confidered ift a publi- 
cation now preparing for the prefs. "' : **■'+■•- 

the 
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the heads of which have availed themfelves 
of the opportunity to make thole reforms 
in the liturgy, which were long fince pro- 
pofed and fettled by the great divines whd 
flourifhed in the reign of Queen Anne. To 
the orthodoxy of this reformed liturgy, out 
Whole ilhiftrious bench of Bifhops have fet 
their feal, by the confecration of Bifhops to 
prefide over and fuperintend the American 
Church in the ufe of it. Thus fanftioned, 
I have caufed it to be reprinted and publifh- 
ed here*, for the general information of all 
denominations of Chriftians, but efpeci- 
ally the members of theeftabiifhed Church ; 
and I have annexed to this paper the 
proceedings of the American Convention, 
and the letters to them from the Englifh 
Biftiops upon the fubje& of their new 
eftablifhment and reformed liturgy; and 
whoever reads them over, without feel- 
ing his heart burn within him, at the mani* 

* • Printed for J. Debrett, oppofite Burlington 
Houft, Piccadilly, * 
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feftatjpj^s„ th$y $fplay of that truly Chrift^tt 
Ijpifk ; , th^t f j(bundnefs v of judgement and Jbe- 
ji^ole^e of heart which the writers fo 

$qq1c .of fucjx fliejgherds, or wants fentiment 
p r f enJ9y, the bjeffings within his reach. 
ff ^^al^u^i ( th^e ^do^ion of thue Amq- 
^c^Kcfp^s, would 4o much towards ih% 
^fe of ^ tiendsr cgafqignceg ar^png ,us^ yet I 
an^fre&tQ jxmfefs, tol thinjt there wouidf 
i^.^emfi^n^y fumbling bkckji and rarfo 

p^jouf holy religioni an$ a£ I liaye proc^ed- 
pd fo far,;,I v )yijjl yejitu^e on ? and ftate fuch 

bly conceive would ftill deprive it of the 
palpi 9Jf perfe&iqi^ i( unatteaded to. f , 

^ £l^JKe,, r to whm a/I power is ^iven^ 

Mm Heaven and m Earth, and <* // 2& a»- 
g${o£Qod are commanded to worJhip r is.enti- 
jtled tp the prayers and praifes of men whom 
he hath redeemed, there can be no doubt ; 
m<& therefore fuch petitions or ejaculations 

- : *"* " '" '. ""if 
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of praHe as we addrefs to Chnft, cannot b£ 
3ecmed idolatfbus ; but as (thrift * himfelf 
has fought arid commanded lis to pitfy to th'd 
father alone, and to look tip to Uih K i% ouf 
mediator and ihterceflbr wMi'tK£ Fatiie^ 
there is an evident impropriety in dirfe&iflg 
the petitions in the Litany i6 Chrift him- 
&lf, and to him only ; and what renders 
.the impropriety the greater, fs, that in all 
jhe psayers, both before ajtld ifter the Li- 
tany, the Father atone is addfefled through 
"the intercejjibn and mitfidfiori of Jejui Xjhf\ft ; \ 
and* tiius we, at fhe ; farfre tiiiAe, 6r in the 
fairie fervice, recpeft of CAnft to do thole 
things for m q£ him&lf, which we requeft 
*he Father to do for us, i^Chrift*s fake. 
'But as all corifufion of ideas is^-a^ much as 
jpofliHe," to tie avoided in din* ' aadrefles tty 
the Deity, if ijt be thought fit to addre& 
the Son feparately, we pught to be carefid 
Jo do it in the name and relation by whkh 
he is made known unto us, as partaking of 
jhe Divine Nature and- attributes. To pi3f 
;k ' G 2 to 



a. 
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^ €hdft, f diSKefdti^^s <tbejfcrt \ tfitiMoi^ 
Mich^inriplics'his ftuhtift 4*&wr*v toiiiV« 

^ : flitttild' ! rtadily jfeftjefre; if we were.cfe- 
k^W^call kittt the foo of Mary inflead 
of the fon of David *. 
. r , .- Much 

*-fS! lM?f. •:\t *t^\ ^Ci^:.^ tr.:': * *,::*• / -, •»!■•■■ • ... v 

* The bhridTman, and the multitude who attend- 

eg vhrift into Jerufalem, from whom this petition is 

fint .i;<c ^VcvAi \p :«>'* o.*; j!:;. p.Jv^ ' iU. '; ...*.>, \* 
borrowed, did not know hint For the Son of God* 

?md the mercy mrtimeus deftred, was to receive bh 

,/ijjA/, not the forgivenefs of his fins. The altera- 

* ~ r i r t'. ; '? i r jff r .i A'.n ^i*'- ? f- L "ijr ,. ? 'VvL' •■ ";■-■ •• •■ •■> 

tions that would obviate thefe obje&ibns to oiir Li- 
•«•■' .-.•^f :?[c jjr.*r?j •vnn. t «..I f-fb- i..Lv'!ft.- > „.-.-•- •• ■•■ -ww; 
tany are not many, nor could the moft zealous Tn- 
<» J«fiV "vi-iTf."^ I!,;:'. <:n ,» yr:;}).vu oj ."■ .*".■*; t * tf_J_ 
mtarian take offence at their being made: J fnall here 

propofe them for confederation. In thefecbndand 

third petitions 6f the Litany, leave out the Word G*/ 

apd insert Internal m its place, which would mafe • 

ineni run, ^r«^/ &>;», and t) Eternal Hoty&btft; 

and the thinl might be altered in this manner, O 

holy and glorious urt^ 9 jFat^ery oon 9 and Holy Ghoft, 

one [GoJ t blejjed for evermore? and thd Utter part of 

line 5tl^-ihtb Spare thou them whom thy ^Son hath re- 

deemed with his trio/} precious blood: anil the word thy, 

feight be changed into his in the ntli and I2th peti- 

ei ' tipns; 
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paflisgc* in fceae of-tbfl gepfestigfe^^l 

nfcal ia*b$,6th artteteof -cffty ^Bf6Wta$4 
flcoijmiiwt^i Scripfuni: bj& fiftjSjfrt>2M 

'*■■■■;;,? £ ^ 'W *rf.i tc 
tiony and, in tlie conclufion, inftead of grant us thy 

^aki, might be faitf, make intercefpon for us; and in* 

i^ead of Aov* mercy upon us 9 grant m thy grace ; and in- 

fiead of from our enemies defend us, Chrifi f defend 

us, God % apd leaving oqt the &m of David nd the 

«. ■'* \ '• " - '- vi': ■ ■£■! .: j W-':'-.;!' 

petition which follows it. The refponfe to it would 

then follow the petition to God. favourably with 

t«#n:y f* Aw ourtrqyers, and all the reft might remain 

as they are. Should the Litany, thus altered, be 

* ' '•■" ••-- ".'' : ." rt ■»* ir.'V"; iw? s ^iuj;. -.;' -jr. y^: 
ftill objected to by thofe who call themfelves Unita- 

•rians, becaufe of our fepaijately addrefling the Sob 

jtnd JHpJy.Q^pft, wbic^h they cpU Mlvtheifqa ; I We 

jpoly this defence to mafce for it,, that J know of no 

. idicioti. or. morality but what pome* from God, for 

, it is his w;ll which make? both, and my duty in both 

■' i.- ■"■ ■ ■•:■■*'' -*■ .ottv^Us'. ^o l. ( v,m £V7; '-it L;3- 
cafes arifes out of my knowledge, or means of know- 

}ng that will, apd, therefore, to know his will, and 

" * • ' ' ■ '■"' ' % ''■' :< ^•••U v - > 

lobe aflhred that it is his will, are, the only s objects 

of my concern, apd I. care not by what nanje I am 
called fpr obeying it. 
v.., !7 tells 
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eai^FWlrth^ i$dt all Scrfptiirevtti) £*W 
^fyfrtrdifon tf&oi the fair" cott%\i6rt6fe 4 
t6 be &aM, x is, that whatever 'carind\ t£ 
^rttftt§ a W' J l)e bitten' hfltifpked penmen; 
WoV ttf^'Heettfed Scripture, arid as focfar 
#rMtigs 'were intended to be the rule of 
oftf faitR c \nd' £fa&ice in all ages of* the 
t^B/it itiay i^.expetted that they will 
tatty iri'tK&ti ah Mterftal^br perpetual evir 
tece^of (ffi«it ; Mpiratiotl'i :: fiiis" evidence, 
if£'i&e1^V&^ 
of tfe' ^Jewlm^faw 'is 'e6ntainedi' iid the 
ftnir"grSic^ aiitf 'tWelve letter prophets, 
a^tu^nrly f&rnfth y and in two inflances, 
ottr (MibtiHnmM* eipr*% 'refers to them 
aStrieJ^ 

timti^N^iM^e t&ri nedeffary 
^lal^ti6^%^ 'Ift^g'^'rW^ wftiqfr' he 
makes AtraJiam ^e to I^ves, and in his 
(Own fc &e "LdWyer, who had afked him 
which Meat the jirjf and great commandment ; 
jihcT St': Paul is recorded by St. Luke to 
jiive expounded and ieftipd the kiiigdom \ of 

God 
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<f$4to tfajeivi at Rome, out. of^thifjaui^ 
tyofefp and out. of the Prophets $nly ttftflQ - 
qydfhofe only, therefore,, with th£,Boolift ojj 
tfygJ$ewTej(tament, fhaidd be.con^roaoi^ 
to be received as containing, the,, mind and 
ipjlLpf Gody and the ojt^rs .Qnjy-|ea4^ 
t$*e. apocryphal books nowarg t ./ofl,f,S $£- 
**, a,mple of life, and, jn%p$ip£ pfjpaxij 

very a^tbentf c hiftqries, £. but -Sgffy ■J5 u S-.9?!fS 
authentic fyifory, ^notj^jrefor^^^psp^ 
ed Scripture*, pomade an^a^c^^ljfaijtbp .,.,. 

I .hurr^b|y ■ conceive* , ,ui$fit 7 tp^bg ( . pfejj- **fc OUJ !s 

rative^ it, leads tjhe rnind Jo fflfiajfrt or give 
a. body %q the Fafhef, the dojng. of. which, 
is, of aU things, the mo$ ^ positively anil 
clearly forbidden ; and, as I .before obferved^ 
upon fuch expreiriQn,s, it is a very' different 
ijiing^ to cc^ee^ye rightly ^jr. i»eaain|j 

when 
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when propofcd to us, and to exprefs our 
belief of the exftejfwm themfelves, by re* 
^eating them; for, although every man: 
underfbnds the expjpfgon of Chrift fitting 
at the right hand of God as meaning only 
his exaltation to the firft {dace of power and 
dignity with the Father, yet, if he expreffc 
ly fays, that he betives that Chrift is fitting 
at the right hand of God> he neeeflarily de- 
clares, in terms, his belief that God has 
hands; tod, therefore, I conceive that ano- 
ther expreffion ufed by St. Paul, in hi* 
Epiftie to (he Hebrews, to convey the fame 
idea, might be fubftituted with lefs danger 
Of perfonifying the Father, which is, that 
Chrift, when he afcended into Heaven, fat 
Jcnm o* the right hand of the Mqftjty on 
High ; or, according to Chrift's own expref- 
fion in St. Luke, jits on the right hand of 
the power of God. I omit to take notice of 
fmaUer matters, fuch as mif-tranflatiohs 
and obfolete meanings of words, becaufe I 
would not be thought to be too minute in 

matters 







with i&preflm^^ raat tf 

)ur lit 





lary 

^nftians,^ or would at 'all afe& hfer^fta-* 

i?tti» ■•■■?: r>l* \i**; *,.' ..W-> V W*C\^tax> *A \*. 
Dility or authority, every - real objection to 

6uV puBnc ' Service woulcl be' removed, 'and 



■ •V»v--' f ■ 



an : effeAuat door bpfened to rdScoribile* arid 4 
fetkte the gfeatWiy oFT^roteftaiit fefleri* 
ters, ahd the not ldfs numerous clalies of 
abtenters from her communion and ordi- 



*■■ 




&Voi£i&ly of' Chriftianity, and* inclined to 
eftbire&'e a 'faith which offered' ho Veh^t re- 
|rognant to ■ their realon, and the notions 
tftey already liad of the Deity, 6r required 
them to express their belief iii any terms 
but fuch as they underftood the meaning of. 
The propagation of the GopfeFknong In-* 

H fidels 
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fidels is certainly a work of great charity, 
and becoming the . profefibrs of the moft 
benevolenjt Religion that mankind were 
ever blefled with ; but furely we fhall fet 
about that work with better promife of fuc- 
cefs, if we firfl: correct whatever may be 
amifs imour QXvn fyftems and oeconomy. It 
is^ood ^dvic^ to'every reformer, to begin 
with mending himfelf ; and if every Church 
and every fe£t would follow it, we (hould 
prefently be of one heart and one mind, as 
were the primitive Chriftians, before the 
riches and honours of this world were 
thrown among them to fcramble for. 

But to render the Chriftian fyftem as 
complete as its divine Author intended it, 
and not only a perfe& rule of a£Uon, but 
the enlarger of fcience, the elevator of our 
conceptions, the dire&or of our judgement, 
and the perfe&ioner of our nature, it will 
be proper to correct our fpeculative errors, 
even in things not eflential to the belief or 
praflice of the bulk of mankind. This is 

a fub- 
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a lubject I enter upon, with the greateft 

diffidence of my own judgemerit and fuflici- 

■' ■ • r >' .-• >\4 r -ill <f< ' ; '#4i'^ •W- ,i >•' ''/• 
ency for its dilcuition. The wildernefs of 

Speculation is an extenfive one, and where 

_. :* . : .;-. ■ ;•:■!•; i:: Y ^ *ii'.jy ?;/M: ij'"*>'L& 

I am about to penetrate, I perceive no track 
to direft or guicfe me through its mazes ; 
but I have the diftant glimmering of tlie uar 
of Revelation before me, and 1 truft 1 ftiall 
receive luch a portion of its rays, as wilj, . 
keep my fteps. from wandering into dange- 
rous errors ; and therefore I will venture 
on. 

The apoftacy and expulfion of the fatten 
angels ; their enmity to mankind ; man's 
original ftate of innocence, and his fall from 
it ; and his redemption, by the Son of God's 
affuming his nature and fuffering death, are 
all matters of fa£t, which, with all true 
Chriftians, I fincerely believe, becaufe they 
are contained in the holy fcriptures ; but I 
confefs I have never heard fuch an account 
of them as fatisfied me refpe&ing their hif- 
tbry, or reconciled them to my notion of 
Hz the 
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the being and attributes of God : and I will 
briefly (but fairly) ftate the difficulties 
which have occurred to me. The leader 
of the Angels who, we are told, kept not 
their jirjt ejiate, is reprefented to have been 
of the higheft order in Heaven. His ca- 
pacity for happinefs, and the meafure he 
enjoyed of it, muft have been greater than 
others in proportion to the exaltednefs of 
his ftation, and the perfe&ion of his intel- 
lects. Nay, if we reafon by analogy, and 
fuppofe that angels have their progreffion in 
improvement, as well as men and all other 
creatures, we muft believe that Lucifer, for 
fo he wa? called when an archangel, had 
arrived to the high ftation he thenftood in, 
by a long feries of faithful fervices, and 
ready obedience to the will of his Creator : 
' what fufficient caufe, then, has ever been 
affigned for his revolt againft God, or who 
could have feduced him from his allegiance, 
and inftigated him to wage war with the 
Omnipotent ? Milton's fine imagination has 

drefled 
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drefled up a. fable, which is the onlyhiftorjr 
that I know of which has ever, been attempted 
to be given of this aftonifhing event; but the 
caufehe fuppofes militates diredtlyagainftthe 
eternity and divinity of the Son of God, and 
cannot therefore be admitted by Christians ; 
for if , the Son partakes of the divine nature, 
and exifted from all Eternity, Lucifer rauft" 
have known it, and could not therefore 
have been offended at the command to wor- 
fhip him. His enmity to the new creature 
man, as the work of the Son of God, is indeed 
naturally enough accounted for, upon Mil* 
ton's fuppofition ; but it is beyond all con* 
ception improbable, that the Son of God, 
who muft have known and forefeen that 
enmity, fhould have fuffered him to gratify 
it, and deftroy the favourite work of his 
hands, almoft as fbon as he had completed 
if ; or had the angels to whom he commit- 
ted the guard of Paradife, permitted the ene- 
my to enter, their inattention would have 
furely been recorded, and we fhould have 

found 
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found them numbered with the tranfgrejfors. 
That the circumftance in which man dlf- 
obeyed his Creator, was the eating the for- 
bidden fruit, at the inftigation of him who 
is called the Serpent, we cannot doubt f 
but the reprefentations made by all poets 
and painters, of the tranfa&ion, are in the 
higheft degree abfurd; T^eihape afliimed by 
Satan, is represented by them as that of a 
large fnake, twined round an appletree, from 
which he is fuppofed to have addrefled Eve, 
who, inftead of being frightened at hearing 
a fnake fpeak for the firft time, and running" 
away to her hufbamd, as the ftouteft of her 
daughter wbuld have done, entefs into a 
friendly colloquy with him, and not -only 
takes the reptile's word, in ctontradi&ion 
to what God hiinfelf had told her, but 
gives him implicit credit for knowing 
the councils of the Moft High; for" 
God) fays he, doth know, that by eating it, 
you fhali become as Gods; and according- 
ly (he takes the apple, eats a part of it, and * 

gives 
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gives the .teft to her hufband. That hu£ 
bapd, tpo, frefli . out of the hands of his 
C*?ator, a^d. in. frequent conference with 
hijrn, gives aaeafy credit to the tale of his 
wife, and takes the fnake's word at fecond- 
frand, to authorize: him in difbbeying the 
pofitive command of the Almighty, and* 
without any repugoance, eats up the apple* 
Now, let us flop, to confider not only how 
weak and fiUythefe perfect creatures appear 
to be, from this reprefentation, but alfb 
how enormoufly criminal in the fight of 
God. God had not only forbid them to 
eat of the fruit, but had, told them, that in 
the day they did eat of it y they Jhould fur ely 
die. They not only difobey God, in eating 
it, but they do it under ihe affurance of the 
ferpent that God had told them a lie, and 
meant to deceive them ; for that they fhould 
not die, but become as Gods : and thus is 
their dijbelief of God's word made the fore- 
runner or caufe (by this reprefentation) of 
their a£t of difobedience ; and their infidelity 

appear* 
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appears to be the occafion of man's mifery. 
Was it, then, to reftore fuch weak and 
wicked creatures (for greater turpitude can- 
not well be imagined) to a condition they 
had fo wilfully and wantonly forfeited, that 
the Son of God emptied himfelf of his Di- 
vinity, took, upon him a human body, con- 
tinued in it thirty-eight years upon earth, 
and at laft fufiered a painful and ignominious 
death ; while the glorious angels that had 
alio fallen, are condemned to everlafting 
torments ? This, indeed, might well be 
called marvellous, even in our eyes. But it is 
^Imoft as great a wonder, that none of the 
bright ornaments of the clerical profeffion, 
which have appeared among us, fince the 
revival of letters,": have ever (that I have 
rpad of) attempted to give a better account 
of fo aftonifhing a tranfa&ion, but have 
contented themfelves with taking the ac- 
count, as it came handed down to them, 
and exercifed their great talents and deep 
learning, in palliating the obje&ions and 

fmooth- 
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finoothing the difficulties with which it was 
attended ; for none of them have ever been 
able to anfwer or remove them. Let not 
then an attempt to do, what fo many great 
luminaries of the Church have declined, 
be deemed too prefumptuous in a layman,' 
more verfed in the ways of men than in 
the fequeftrations oft cloyfter ; for per- 
haps that very acquaintance with human 
policy which his fituation gave him, may 
have led him into a train of thinking, which 
may enable him better to develope the 
mazes of celeftialand infernal polity, than 
the moft ftudious and contemplative way 
of life could have done. Be that, how- 
ever, as it may, and whatever may be his 
fuccefs, he trufts he (hall be excufed for 
doing his beft to correft errbiieous opini- 
ons, and extend the boundaries of human, 
knowledge, and fo more fully vindicate tie 
ways of God to man. To begin, then, 
where all things have their beginning, 
with the infinite and eternal Being, instead' 
I of 
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ef confidering Him as eiifting a lolitaiy 
Being for an eternity, as it is abfurdly 
called, before he created any thing, and in 
utter darkneis, as light is as much a crea- 
ture as a man is, I (hall fuppofe hin»ever 
in the exercife of his attributes, and always 
furrounded with light and glory, and hofts 
of intelligent creatures, the works of his 
hands ; for is it more difficult to conceive 
the Deity to be always offing, than to con- 
ceive him always cxljting ? The difficulty 
only lies in our fixing a period or date to 
his beginning to work, and the neceflary 
confequence is, that we fuppofe he muft 
have exifted an Eternity*, before that date 

or 

• Eternity, in/lead of being reprefented as a lint 
infinitely extended, fhould be confidered as an unit at 
iniiant, without fucceffion or progreffion, and to 
have no relation to any thing but the Deity, in whofir 
exiftence it is comprehended; for to him all things 
are continually prefent, and the revolutions which 
make tim to his creatures, do not refpe& him ; for 
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or period; whereas, by confidering him at 
always a&ing, and all things moving* in 
perpetual fucceffion, we get rid of the ab- * 
furdity 4 , and entertain notions of the Deity 
more fuitable to his wondrous power and 
goodnefs, and more analogous to what we 
fee and know of his works. For what is 
there that we are acquainted with, that is 
not in a ftate of continual progreflion ? and 
what is there that hath life, that is not 
both child and parent, rifes out of the 
ruins of what went before it, and becomes 
the fubftance of fomething that follows 
it ; and the little fyftem to which our 
earth belongs, which we know was 
brought into exiftence, in its prefent form, 
about fix thoufand years fince, was proba* 
bly formed out of the ruins of a former, 

me of their days, and a thoufand of their years is all th« 
fame to his duration and Omnifcience, as is the exr 
panfion or contra&ion of the orbits of all the heavenly 
bodies, that occupy the immeafurablc concave that 
furrounds us, to his Infinity. 

I z aod 
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and will become the materials of another^ 
when it has fulfilled its period*. In this 
univerfal progreffion, intelligent, as well 
as material beings are included ; for there 



* The late difcovery of the Pruffian aftronomical 
profeflbr Eulcr, that the earth, in every revolution, 
narrows her orbit, and draws nearer to the fun, and 
confequently will, in a courfe of years, come within 
its vortex, and be confumed by it, corroborates the 
Mofaic account of the recent creation of our fyflem, 
and the Chriftian thefis of its deftruftion by fire; but 
it is only to $ur fvftem that Mofes*s account is to be 
applied ; for what have we to do with any other? It 
would be juft as wife to fuppofe that God created that 
infinity of luminous bodies, which Herfchelfs im- 
provement of the telefcope has made known to us, 
the rays of whofe light have fcarcely travelled down 
to us fince our creation, for our fole ufe and benefit, 
as to fuppofe the Eternal Being had only began the 
work of creation fix tboufand years fince ; and the 
mite has as good reafon to imagine there were never 
any cheefes made before the one which he inhabits, 
and that // was made entirely for his ufe* 

is 
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is as much room for improvement in as- 
cending towards infinite perfe&ion, as there 
is for proje&ion into infinite fpace. A ca- 
pacity for improvement implies free agen* 
cy ; and free agejicy cannot operate, with- 
out an objeft for choice ; and this leads 
me to fuppofe that angels are expofed to 
trial in every gradation, and that the 
higheft are not exempt from it, though 
their intelledtual powers improve as they 
advance* 

Known unto God are all his works % 
but the portions of his divine Prefcience* 
which he diftributes among his intelligent 
creatures, we muft * fuppofe, is according 
to their ftations and degrees of perfe&ion. 
That the prefcience of angels is much be- 
|K>nd our's, we may fafely allow ; and that 
among them, the archangels' tranfcends 
that of the inferior orders. 

Why it has always been taken for grant- 
ed that the angel|' apoftacy preceded man's 

creation, 
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creation, I cannot conceive ; for there U 
no warranty for it from Scripture ; and 
therefore I (hall take the liberty to fuppofe 
// did not ; and I think I have the authority 
of David and St. Paul on my fide. The 
former fays of man to God, 7%ou madefl 
him a little lower tfok the angels ; and St. 
Paul repeats David's words in his Epiftle 
to the Hebrews, But if angels had fallen 
before man was made, it could not have 
been faid with truth by either, that man 
was made a little lower than them ; but be- 
sides, St. Paul, in his Epiftle to the Corin- 
thians, dire&ly aflerts man*s fuperiority to 
the fallen angels, by faying, Do ye not 
know thai the faints Jh all judge the world, 
and, know ye not that we JJoall judge angels ? 
Such a prefcience of man's iteftination, and 
of the fa£t of the future exaltation of his 
nature, without the manner of it, as fhould 
fiirnifh matter for their fpeculation, and 
trial of their obedience dtid fubmiffion to 
the Divine Will, it might pleafe the Al- 
mighty 



.nr 
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mighty to permit the angels to acquire at 
the time of man's creation ; and no fub- 
je& can be imagined more apt to alarnj 
the pride, and excite indignation in an 
archangel, than the apprehenfion of fee- 
ing a creature, fo much his inferior in all 
refpe&s, exalted above Jbig} ; and as Luci- 
fer was one of the firft order, or probably 
the higheft of all, his pride was likely to 
be moft hurt, and moft apt to fet his in- 
genuity to work to devife means to prevent 
the intended indignity to himfelf and his 
CQmpanions. To oppofe by force the will 
of the Almighty, or of his Son, theymuft 
have known to be yain ; and therefore to 
circumvent his purpofe, and prevent their 
ovyn humiliation, by ftratageta, muft have 
been their only hope ; and what method 
more practicable could their imagination 
fuggeft, than the misleading the new crea- 
ture, and caufing him to offend his Ma- 
ker ? as that muft $fje&ually prevent his 

exak 
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exaltation* With this intent, Lucifer, the 
archangel, came down to Eden, or, as St* 
Paul exprefles it, left his onbn habitation, 
in that (hape which the other angels ap- 
peared in to Adam, which was that of i 
flying dragon or ferpent, or cherubim, 
furrounded with the Jhecenah or luminous 
rays which always attended the heavenly 
vifitors. To fuch appearances Eve was ac* 
cuftomed, as well as to their voice ; and as 
fhe rightly conceived Lucifer t6 be of the 
heavenly hoft, and a meflenger from the 
Moft High, fhe naturally gave ear to what: 
he told her, and fubmitted her own con* 
ception of God*s command to the high 
authority of this heavenly expofitor ; or; 
as (he told her tale to God, with that fim- 
plicity which never accompanies turpitude 
of heart, the ferpent beguiled her, andjhi 
did eat. Her declaration to Adam, that an 
archangel had affured her that God would 
not punifli them with death for eating it," 

but 
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but that it would make them like the 
chiefs of the heavenly hoft, and fuperior 
in wifdom to the higheft of them, ac- 
counts for his ready acceptance of the 
apple, and participation in her crime. 
Here then, the day fyrung from on higb % 
breaks in upon us with its refulgent light, 
displaying before our eyes the whole of 
the wonderful fcheme of the Divine (eco- 
nomy in the amazing bufinefs of m^n's 
creation, fall, and redemption; for here 
we fee the pride of Lucifer, which we aw 
affured was the occafion of his apoftacy, 
exciting him to oppofe the Divine will^ 
we fee a reafon for his undertaking the fe- 
du&ion of our firft parents; we find an 
excufe for their violation of God's com- 
mand^ which removes the charge of dif- 
belief and voluntary difobedience, an4 
leaves them the objeds of his mercy and| 
eompaflion ; while the infolent prefupjp- 
tion and baie treachery of Lucifer and his 

K confede- 
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confederates render them for ever obnoxious 
to the Divine difpleafure, and exclude them: 
from all title to favour or forgivenefs. The 
deceived and feduced afe always entitled 
to pity amongft men, while the deceiver 
and feducer is ever .the objeft of relent- 
ment and detestation. Compare now the 
refult with this reafoping, and it will a be 
found perfe&ly corjrefpondeijfc. The Son 
of God immediately determines to redeem 
deluded man ; andthe fed vicing ssngels, who 
kept not their jirjl 'tfigte^ but kft their own 
habitation^ he hath, referved in chains under 
darfyiefs untp^the Judgement of the lajl day; 
and th^^caypt.we have of what paifed 
in Par^di^e aj^er the tranigreflion, coin- 
cides withy, tl^s jhypotbefis : that fhape 
which t^e angels ha& hitherto appeared iti 
wais ijcvej;. a^^ wards tpJbe afliimed by 
any ef the cekftial hoift, to prevent man- 
kind from being again deceived by Lucifer 
or his affociates, to whom it was left to 

aflume 
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affume it, as we fitid him afterwarda 
called the Old Serpent and the Old 
Dragon, by the facred writers, and the 
animal whofe fhape he had affumed 
was degraded from a winged inhabi- 
tant of the air to a reptile creeping on" 
-the earth, as an emblem, of the humilia- 
tion which Lucifer himfelf was about to 
fuffer ; and it is very remarkable, that all 
celeftial meffengers that, from henceforth, 
^re recorded to have vifited the human 
yace, appeared in the human fhape, if they 
took any* The angels that Came to Abra* 
ham in the plains of Mamre, were three 
men; the two which came to Lot were 
njen ; the one that wreftled with Jacob 
>vas a man ; the one which appeared to 
Jofhua was a man ; that which appeared 
to Gideon was a man ; the one which, 
foretold the birth of Samfon to Manoah 
and his wife, was a man alfo ; the one 
which appeared to Zaccherias and flood 
K z fy 
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hy the altar, as recorded by St Luke, 
was a man ; thofe which tirere with Chrift 
at nis trahsfiguratiori appeared as Mofes 
and Elias ; tliofe Which were feen at the 
fepulchre appeared as men in white raiment; 
and in all the other inftances recorded in 
the New Teftament. 

But although the delufion under which 
our firft parents offended might'ierve to 
Extenuate their crime in the fight of theif 
Creator, his juftice required that they 
fnould fuffer the punifhment annexed to 
the tranfgreflion of his command: and 
here let us admire the goodnefs of God to 
the human race, in converting that pu- 
nifhment into a bleffing, and rendering it 
the means of reftoring our nature to its 
forfeited capacity for celeftial happinefs. 
Nothing contaminated with guilt can enter 
the kingdom of Heaven, and therefore, to 
fit us for exaltation thither, we muft fiot 
only be pardoned but renovated; our fouls 

muft 
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mufl: beWaflied and our bodies puri&d; 
the blood of Chrift docs the one, and death 
and the grave perform the other; and 
thus death and the grave, to which our of- 
fence made us fubjeft, becomes the gate 
of Heaven, and the paffage to everlafting 
happinefs ; well, thefa* may every Chrif- 
tian cry out with the Apoftle in exulta- 
tion over them, O Death, wheri is thy 
Jling f O Grave , where is thy viftofy ? 
Their victory, indeed, is like the triumph 
of Lucifer, fhort and vain; he f we may 
fuppofe, returned full of joy and felf-gra- 
tulation to receive the applaufcs of his a& 
fociates; but the vengeance of the Al- 
mighty foon followed him, and thofe of 
the heavenly hoft who, confiding in the 
Divine juftice and goodnefs, held faft their 
integrity, and fubmitted theftifelves to his 
moft holy will, were fent to execute thte 
high beheft. And now commenced that 
war in Heaven which Milton fo glorioufly 

defcribes, 
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-ifeicjcibes, and that eftded in the vi&qry of 

the j&Sthful hoft over the rebellious and 

r deipcmte band, whofe defeat our Saviour 

-himfelf tells u$ he was witnefs to, when 

Jie fays, he faw Lucifer fall like lightning 

from. Heaven* The Divine juftice, power, 

4©d wifiioro, having thus vindicated them* 

Jfelves upon the treacherous feducers, full 

•ibepe was left for the exercife of thofe 

Xnore lovely, attributes of mercy and good- 

oefs towards the unfortunately deceived: 

but. whilq We rejoice in the great' and inef r 

-timable benefits we derive from the amaz* 

ing aiid- adorable fcheme of our redemp- 

-tiftn by the Son of God* let us confider a 

little, whethpr, iby the hypothefis we 

: hsve been founding oiif readings upon, 

•Jus" incarnafiQil does hofiapprear to have 

had a ftill more extenfive purpofe than 

.: paerely the reftoration o£ mankind. 

That angels are free agents, and that 
-God knows their thoughts, are positions 

which 
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which will readily be granted; that ho 
therefore knew thofe whofe exaltation had 
deftroyed that humility which had entitled 
them to it, and raifed in them ideas of 
their own merit and, fervices, which ren* 
tiered them unworthy of the.ftations they 
filled, muft alfo he allowed ; expulfion of 
annihilation it was certainly Aii CocPspow* 
fer to have inflicted; but poyr then could 
his juftice hay$ been maflifefted to the 
whole creation, or sveaia the fufferer* 
thentfelves ? their obedience and fubmif? 
fion was therefore to. be put to the teft* 
and the trial muft be fuch as would be 
qonfiftent with the goodnefs, and juftice of 
God to propofe, and, at, the fame time* 
leave the delinquents, without excufe^for 
their failure. What fervice* what duty, 
then, can we imagine the all-perfed Be- 
ing to require of his angels, that could. af* 
ford fuch a trial i Neither his juftice nor 
hijs goodnefs could fuggeft one, which 

the 
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the angels ftiould perceive to be tpo 4if$», r 
cult to be 'executed by th^powerftK^ejS.T 
pofleffed; nor indeed could it befuppofe4ci 
that the Omnipotent would not endty&n 
them with fafiicient ftrength, to fulfil bi$i Q 
own commands; : and bis wifiiom. could .* 
not fuggeft ojie.fo derogatory of that©*!- 
der\fbich he. hi^felf had eftabJiihfed/ among 
them, as .might ihocjc their pride, i» its .* 
executioiu .Jk.jpeculatme prappfitiooifiems* 
therefore, ihexinly mock free of obje&iori* 
and this the creation of a new order of int t 
teliigeat being?, by the Son of God, very \ 
naturuUy furttifhed> What waa their na~ 
ture, what their deftination, what their . 
jpottters,? or what crank they wcrp to hold 
in the: Univetfe^ were all ycry.nafcufaUibb- . 
je£t6 : of inquiry, and debate in tlwijceltftial v 
aflemblies } and as sue a*e* Q&$r.&lyi~m&y; 
the angels defined foJookmto >t§mgr^tii^i&>a 
tery of the afialcat^piijof manJ^ ^adirr^b^o^ 
the Son of God aflumang it, which im- 
plies 
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plies that they were not able to compre« 
hend it. We have good ground to fuppofe* 
the event only was fome way made known 
to them, but the manner of its accomplifh- 
roent kept out of their fight, for the very 
purpofe I have ftated, that of a trial o£ 
their fubmiffion and obedience to the will 
and difpenfations of their Creator, and a 
jmanifeftation of the Divine juftice and 
omnifcience, in difcriminating between 
the refra&ory and the fubmiffive, the prfrud 
and the humble, the felf-fufficient and the 
faithful, of the whole intellectual world. 
An end of fuch vaft importance would alone 
be a fufficieM reafon for Chrift's incarna* 
tion ; but when, at the fame time, it is 
made the means of reftoring man to his 
original detonation, and filling up thofe 
voids in the celeftial choirs which the 
apoftacy of Lucifer and his confederates, 
occafioned, from thofe of the numerous 
(bus of Adam, who already have been, or 
L art 
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are yet to be, produced on this firft flage 
pf their e&iftence, that prove themfdvefc 
good anil faithful fiewards of the talents 
committed to their management* range 
themfelves on the fide of the great Captain 
1/f their fatvation, and manfully fight *n* 
der his banner againft the rebels to his au- 
thority, and *h<p enemies of thsir exaltation 
and happinefs : ^e accomplifhraent of 
two fuch. amazing obje&s, fo connected* 
an£ the new intelligent creature man fb in- 
corporated (if I may be allowed the expreff 
56n). into the great ijaoral fyftem of Go^Ts 
government, in like manner as the material 
bodies which were brought into exiftence 
with him, connect with, and compofe a 
part of, theinaterial fyftem of the univerfe ; 
removes from njy^mijid ey^y fliadow of 
objedion to die credibility ; f of itheamazbg 
eofcdefeenfit?n of the* Son of God^ in'fecfc&tt* 
ing man," that arofe fkim tlrc cbhfidetetioa 
of the infignificaricy or uhworthinefs of tKfe 

objedi 



[ 7S ] 

obje& attained by it; and if my hypothefia 
Is £b fortunate as to produce die fame d£e& 
in the tninds of others, I (hall rejoice ift 
having been the inftruntent of taking a Very 
great jlkmbling-block out of the rtoad of 
profdytes to Chfiftianity, and increafing 
the fatisfe£hon f by adding to the convi&iou 
of its profeflbrs. Encouraged by the hope 
of having fo done, I jkall proceed to the 
confideration of the great myftery of the 
incarnation itfelf, to which my fub]e£l has 
brought me. I have already profefled fp 
Juiow nothing of the Deify, but what Re- 
velation has taught me * ; and that fhall be 

the 

* Whether man, by the exercife of his own reafon, 
could have attained the knowledge of the being of a 
God, is -an idle fubjeft of debate amongft Jews or 
Christians ; for to all who believe the Mofaic account 
j^f jananV creation, a revelation of the being of a Deity 
cauft-befttppLofed to have fuperfeded all a£ts of ratioci- 
nation in Adam ; and it would be truly ridiculous to 
fuppofe him letting about to prove to himfelf the be- 
La ing 
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<the Tfcrfc guide <*>£ my idifqtrifitions. The 

Hdly Spirit^ then tell9 mc, ; by the pen of 

. Mofes* that jtefil was, created in the image 

\ o/Gtri+iiithe firid chapter, of Geiiefis ; and, 

t ?in the fifth y^he repeats the fame idea, only 

r yWyiog^the\f«xgreffion f by laying h# was 

x crfeated in f£* Jikenefs of God, jipftead of /* 

- ike image ofiGodi aad m the moth chapter, 

«, *fhc& God gives #> Nc)ah 'the command 

^gainft murder^ hfc^dds, as ( the reafon of 

its fetfertfy* >. that* ,» «#*&? m*gs of God made 

• be man -;- apdr the &mt idea jis inculcated by 

Chrift himfelf, in his reply to the fpies fent 

j% the* ohifcf priefts t<?Kdrawttoethingfrom 

utobfa* tthat they miglftt make*&atter of trea- 

rjfenabfo acctyfatioaragaibft him, who diked 

M pf { amn^ j$^j? h^faj^Jjik ,^gel j>efore hiii^ and 
heard his voice above him. But* what is Reafoiu 
that we are fo fond of relying ppon it ? Is it more 
our own, 4 ' or lels the gift of God,* than Revelatfon ? 

^*&V© -W$'mik tixjim, \hat ihoktidft WV- 

> - him 
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rhim if it was lawful to give tribute to Caefar, 
■ by defiring them to render U Gtrd the" things 
v which bore the image efGed, mhd unto (fse- 
..-Jkri'fiidkas'lbre'lbi^iM^ tf>Q#Jkrt ; and 
vSalfctfl; inhisEpiftfeto the^&faflfhilfts, 
r crifetiani^ ntiage tindglorywfGt&?Mbii 
^i&therefo»e proofed to* ii^ ^ tftetafiafogy 
^tyip^hictewe' am w€osk»'^d^ooii^ti^$ 
■aafGod* and ttefbfe We p*e&ii*frio inquire 
•irrto^die Statute oftheDek^Wft^onaght^o 
^4a&k v w&hin; and endeavour ' to 'ttiake otir- 
v&lvss acquainted with Au^ttKri* nature ahd 

•oi^fiftjig>defincfd t<* be a^miokalaftiirikl, 

f <36ftipofed ' of two natures, an inAmateriaFor 

-otfeftkl foul;' and a material or terreftrial 

body. How thefe two natures are united, 

Jncfr} h&*& • thteyia<a - upon 4 oner attidtherv ho one 

^reftiricfe td know ; but all 1 meii being fen- 

fn fible 0? the^^ fit down contented, with- 

, out .any knowledge of the manner of the 

^P^j|5Mpanp^. ,. There, is, howeyer, another 

thing that deferves our confidential^ -te- 

itr-d- fides 



[ 7« ] 

fe$e$ the mere operation of our bodies upon 

our finite, x aftd of dur fouls upon our bodies; 

which is the i%tofite will arid contrariety 

Of inUiiiatibh&whic^ we perceive within us 

jftwatfds 6rteaiid the fetne object at the feme 

ittftsiht. Nbw,* W the body, however it 

ttay influence? or reftraift the foul in its 

operations; has never been fuppofed to pof- 

fe6 : tHfepl6v(rer of vdfkion, there is no more 

rfcafoft to illbw^ a Contrariety of wills in the 

fcal,fi£^^ there 

is^to aDowVt;dfctiarifctj^ df movements it* 

tfte ?: body, frftri 1 ^ operation of the foul 

tyoA r it \ attid f& oftr ejres dd not look dif- 

•feiteii* ways r l? we :i ncver lift up both our 

Jeg^, : When <ve intend to lift up only one, 

Aer does the left hahd'interpofe itfelf wheii 

the right bnfy is nicattt to a&. St. Paul 

iiates this contrariety of inclinations within 

him, in a very clear and ftrong light, in 

his Epiftle to- the Romans, where he fays, 

, ft&at winch I do, I allow noU for what I 

Would that I do not ^ but what I ban that I 

' do ; 
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dor ; and I fee. a law in my mmbefs waring, 
againji the law in mymind $ , and bringing 
me into., captivity to the law of Jin \ .and 
concludes, ..So. then* with the mind y J tnjfi 
fdf ferve the law of God, but with theJUJh 
the law of Sin. ,. Here , then, .are. twq prim? 
ciples of action, as precifply defined ,an4 
afcertained as words can do; and tp Jthw 
truth every man can give his t <?wn tsiUnw* 
ny : for what man is there that . ha$ qq% 
felthimfelf incited tq dp a*tbiag. which &i* 
judgement told him, ^ the ,tin^e/w<j$ wrong! 
The material or corruptible mafs of blood, 
and flefh, and bones, cannot * be either of 
thefe principles,; but it may have, ai* animal 
foul belonging to it, as we fee is the cafe 
with all things .th^at , have, life, which majf 
govern its a£tions and, perform, all the me 7 
chanical fun&ipns, and without: whiph 
the celeftial foul cannot ,a£t upon the 
body, and which endeavours, in its turn, 
to ^govern and control the celeftkl foul ; 
and thus ' every man appears , $0 be ; . a 

trinity 
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trinity wkHift'himfelf, and he need not go 
to either - the \ mathematical - in&runaent h 
maker, the woollen draper, air the^tow/. 
chandler*, for an Idea of the^ three diftin<>^ 
tkms in tft« Divine nature* when* he findfl, 
it to hi* icon vi&ron in his own ; and what ; 
is moft ^exti^idinary, our fconusoon mock 
of fpeaking implies fuck a di(iiB<&iofl>in, 
ottVfelvesr aild in eYery man 'We^fpeaJc »of* * 
though we never advert to it ; for when we 
fay a man's head is better than his heart, 
what can we, mean .but that hi? celeftial 
fpirit is in fi&je4i|fsp ;^ his animal fo^ ?r 
wfoich forces htm to do the «thing it 4ifep** R 
proves, as was St- Paul's cafel- :; * ■<■ ■■< --Or ; . 
By this analogy, which €fod himfelf has "'* 
given us, we are plainly led to conceive * 
tljrce diftin&iojis^ in the (godhead, apd 
with --our. full cQ#fent to, embrace >tb& 

,* This Alludes to the common, byt iqapious „*n& \ 
aWurd r^preftntatioBS ixpde of the Trinity, by * 
trjaBgle, tw* tapers lighted at a third, and three 
foMs in. Hie ikictofa cpat. 

Chriftiaii 
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Cbriftian do&rinev^s. deliEeijed^hy Cfari&? 
himfelf and hisiidyuftLpaftlea^»:Df itxt*Eter~~< 
ntAFWhwy Sm r ^!iH<rfyGhtxfi ?;.this ;aaa?i; 
log^'itttolves- 1 nd : contradi<9doiiv nb.abfur- • 
dk^drcoafufioacrf names, oi: idbas.; \r« 
all* know what we. mean byxkcmind^ the* 
jfa^'a&d'tha-da^ ofca /»^,iwhen>weipeak: 
of thenk, feparately^ and that when ,tv&: 
name */&* -man we mean them Jail: naked ft** 

, ■•• ..!•• -i ■■■• s ■ ;, -•jfi'."':r,ra . ;.; 
* Should it be faid that my analogy overfets my h^- 

pothefis, as the reparation of any 6T the three'difthtts ' 

tiohsMli ifaifti frfmHhe '6thfi4*ifd 4ifftroys r the mi^. 

and therefore the Incarnation of: th± Soa.imift'hav,*; 

deftroy ed the Deity, I aqfwer, tfc*t aft jwajogic^l re^ 

femblance is never fqppofed to imply an exa£t fin^i- 

tude; man is born, and dies, but no one conceives 

either of God, who is withdut beginning or endr J 

matfs nature and God's nature thfeh/ai^iiot, infamy* 

refpeft, the fame, and therefore it istiy no means a 

neceflary confequence, that what would deftroy the 

otie would deftroy the other; but, I will afk tfetS ob- 

je&br, ftimy turn, who told him that the reparation 

of *t!fe fdui" from the body is l the deftruftibn. of the 

man* the body, indeed,* we know row and moul* 

' ' : - M der* 
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The names of Father, Son, and Spirit^ 
give an idea pf a relation which implies £ 
famenefs of nature or ejfence^ an$, at .th? 
feme time, 3 fubmiffiQn of will in % the Sk>9 
and Spirit tQ the Father; and (Thrift's o^n 
declarations, that be came not to 4o his oz^ 
will, bttf tk$.wM vf him that fent him % and 
the like, and that the.Ifyty Ghpfjmity [not 
Jketp them (his jdiiciples) of hif own x bu£ 

of the Father s, clearly prove it. When. 

Y , \\ '•* - *. ,•<.. ■ »•* \^ r; >- , v> • ' ,# i 

therefore, we call the Father ajone God, 

we do not take any thing from, the Divi- 

nity of the Son of of the Holy Gliqft : for 
# -,*;1.-r. tow Mi-V; r\ui«/oflwt vv r-r/r^ 1 • "'''I"* 
it is the Father'whoexercifestlie fuprcijiie 

' •••*'.. f ( ."•■'..in V) r ••'.j/n^Jr-v.w > f H ~^'-^ - -^ 

power* and ift hi^m all fulinefa reild^s. , 

dm Wta Weve«^tlie T 'a:^ocitVs fo^&eTour* 
lu^ri^ity! dQ(i»qtfuj^fe!^^feA^4^ : ^ &>t6&bei ; 
^#?f tb ^ .^?telti S^Jbrft fr^jfeei^itopa, ih> but > 
<&?<?<), ^^£to t ^n^ ^^^^^^^^1 
V.hftjier it is neceflary $0 bis.o%v$ ff* t ft¥p..?f v tyjW& 
cxiJiekGt we/are yqt to learn* and*Wtil that is known* 
^9^ar^Vimept t agajn$ WJfc.hW.PjW* «W*»-tw tovtn 
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The analogy I have been following will 
h&re affift us, for are not all the powefs 
of the whole fri&ri exercifed by the telef- 
tlal'fpirit, and is nt>t that mart nfoft per- 
fect whdfe anitnal foul and material body 
d& in juft conformity to the will of the 
celeftidl fpirit, and whdfe will and incli- 
riatiotis afe abforbed' in it, or in complete 
umfoit with it, or according tti ChriftV 
btmmand, being perfect as our Father in 
Heaven is perfeft*? Farther I dare not pro- 
ceed, for farther the light of revelation* 
which I have been following will not guide 
rrife J tidf is it heceflary for any man to go 
farther to be a true and fincere Chriftian, 
if we take the word of rhe. Apoftle$, ors 
are governed by their pra&tce, or the prac- 
tice ofall the Churches they eftablifhgd : j aftcf 
happy ifrould it have tiefeii'Fbr mankind, if 
lib other pia&ice had ever been followed at 

* If I were? to give a definition of man according to. 
the hypothecs 1 have been endeavouring to eftabliih, f 
would fay, he is a perftfl animal with a cckjlial foul. 

M 2 any 
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&hy time; I, therefore, now quit the ttti- 
frequented regions I have been exploring, 

'and, 1 I truflyl^havd travelled through the 
iracklefs wilderhefs without lofing my. 

1 Way, or wandering in the mazes of error 
or efithufiafm : the ; road 1 have now + to 
fellow is ittade broad; eafy* and lumiridws r 
by the fhiriing footftejte of the multitude 
tif great and- eminent travellers who have 
gone before 5 ■'•iutf y I (hall 'not?, therefor^ 
venture out 1 of • ithfe ^bcat&i track, but, 

*' at humble diftahceV follow; my great lead-, 
ers^ and only preftittie ; to pick up a iteg- 

r leftedthbm, ; 6r im^tH ahoverlooked pro- 

:: tubei^c^^ii&h they 'deemed too infig- 

: nifidaht fbt their n&tice; 

W6^ r thfr reftorAtton of man's nature, 

"and the f«isft:£li6n i df ; t^ Divm^juftice, 

which Ghriftians believe; tb^have been the 

'*■•• purptofe of the r Son tif ; Gdd f s coming into 
the wbrldj the only ones w6 could ima- 

^-gitietb be atifwereii fey it, We might fup- 
pofe that his appearance in human fle(h at 

the 
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the time hehgan his miniftry, and fufFeripg 

^ath .vpon the crofs, would have been 

. jftifpqieat for thofe ends ; bu{, we fhq\*ld 

. ■, cecoUeft, that it ha$ becft Solemnly. de~ 

qlared, that aH< men .wjU.gupjt J)e benefited 

by the reftoratipjn of .cheif , capacity: for a 

title to immortal happinefsi^. apd . that the 

.-■ vindication of the Creators iyi0om in 

creating them, and juftice ,in jpyniflbipg' 

, ; them,, . requires that he; (houUl prove to 

; -men and angels, that the. pat,u^e heg^ve^to 

- : man was adapted to his fitwatiqq^aad that 

.the duties : he enjoined, hkfli WW not !? e ~ 

yond his powers to pexfpnop, ^4;thi$£ovild 

only bs dpiie by, this ex^t^tio^.of.^inaii 

(uncontaminated fcy, thp; T depr^rty , , > of 

Adam's traiifgreffioa^afid c#pfefjue#tly in 

the fame. condition H ipjW.hi9^ A^^PR was 
, created) paffipg z-nvfictft J$/[e ^ iin i ftri k (3fcobe- 
.; diex^ce to the Divine will, andjitfns, was 
performed by the Son of t God, when he 
had emptied himfelf of aU his glory and 
divine attrib\j(;e& aw4 became purely, the 
-, "•;;. celeftial 
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qekftialsibul of that infant body which 
Wj*s prepared fbr him, of the fubftance of 
thg Virgin; Mary* in her womb,- and con*' 
tuiuefcJLthirty years froin his birth (the pe- 
rjQ# of -man's, life rnoft prone to animal' 
gasifications) fiafcje£fc:to his parents* and 
inif«U ; fchings conducted himfelf as their 1 
fi>u,f tout writfo fueh purity of heart and In- 1 
n$Wljcy Af Bttanbem, that wi*en -he tartle* 
tp/fc^ baptiz&ft of John} & V6fce f rota Hea- 
ve^ > i ctedared> ; jinfe * Almighty ' FW//J#< Wf // 

0I flaali'^fyjovBr hre'db^ferm^s and minif-' 
tryj.a^rjfbbjcdls will- krtovtaa aftd fully dif-; 
ajffed^abd/^ftehsitoithe ootofidehition of 
the&j atithfr time.-calariiitcftk, but itf thefr 
co&fequen€£$ to ^nankind^ glorious icenes i 

an<4'Hisi >beh^Viaixr< ! in; * tltem, ; tf hkfr, I cert- 
ceiv3^ .are^iMft generally well tniderfkiodv- 
Thecfharg«!Upon whidh he wa3 apprehend- 
ed., by $*# Jews* --and condemned '> by the 
9a*ihedrinfy wa& blafpbcmy* i& catting him** 

M 
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felftfa Son of God \ and making hitnfelf&gtal 
<witb Goidi and the blafphemer was, by tfaer 
Lfuy Qf Mofes, to be ftoned to death as Sd- 
Stephen was afterwards* The, Sanhedrim^ 
however, not. being permitted ■ by ?the ftoJ- ; 
n\m government; to put any man^td deafchf f % 
applied to . Pilatq> for authority .to: execute 1 
thp}r . fpp tence; : we : have a. Jaw, •' &\ id : they* ' 
and by that hny he ought) to dfr , beemfe ht 
calle t d \himfi!f the. San of&J^i Theifa<St wai • 
true*, and Chnft/cfluld only fiibmittd it hi- 
filencc ; but if the Sanhedrim hadprevsuiad > 
with PiUfie» and; obtained hn^pertyifikn to 
putt;h^.^nt^Qe <pf/ their- law in. qxtedutioni "' 
they,n>ightj;havie after\^nndsi;prbv^d Chrift 
nqttQ. lp# the Mei&hvi:f©rxxaie o£'the PrtH : 
phets • had (aid, a font.) afrhim Jbali tiQt be J 
fro fan.} and aA<i&hc%\iha^^^ * 

Jhould , be pierced ; . -andi ■ lie » himfelf » had fotdy ' 
xhdfcbtJIwlAb'e \ lifted)uprat fas dtathy aU of 
which, his, bei^g ironed; would have 'flatly 
coi^tradi^ed.; i Pilate^ *. however J[ being; af 
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tion, did not think Chrift's affumption of 
Divinity a crime to be punifhed with death, 
but confidering him as an enthufiaft or in- 
fane, propofed to fcourge him, and fend him 
about his bufinefs ; and his doing fo would 
have equally ferved to contradiflt the pro- 
phecies, as would the ftoning him. That 
he might jiot efcape, however, (or rather* 
that the prophecies concerning him might 
be fulfilled*) the Sanhedrim inftantly dropt 
the accufation upon which they had tried 
and condemned him, and brought another 
which they rightly imagined would be 
more likely to be attended to by Pilate, as 
it would intereft him in his deftruction : 
this charge was treafon againfl Caefar, in 
ftiling himfelf King of the Jews ; a charge 
utterly falfe in the fenfe in which his ac* 
cufers urged it, though, in fa£t and reality, . 
true- Chrift, therefore, when he juftified 
himfelf from it in the fenfe in which they 
meant it, by faying, if he had a kingdom 
in this world, he would have foldiers who 

would 
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would fight for him, whereas he faw him 
a deferted individual, gave Pilate to under- 
ftand,, that he had a kingdom elfe where. * 
This juftification, however, appeared fb , 
fatisfa&ory to Pilate, that he ftill wished . 
to releafe him, till the Tews alarmed his , 
fears, that his doing fb might be made an, 
occafion of impeaching his attachment to 
C§efar, by telling him, that if he let Chrift . 
go, be was not Cafar's friend, as whoever . 
made himfelf a king derogated from Cafars 
dignity : this brought Pilate into their mea- 
fures ; and as Chrift was to be executed for' 
ti^eafbn, he was of courfe to undergo 
the punifhjxient of a traitor, which was 
crucifixion. And now let the unbeliever 
ftand amazed if he will not be convinced 
when he reads St. John's account of this 
aftonifhing tranfa£Hon, which difcovers fb 
plainly the wonderful ways of God, in 

makiii" the devices of wicked men fubfer- 

o - , 

vieht to his purpofes againft their will, and 

"V ' - 'N ■ " by 
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ty the very meaiis which they were em* 
ploying to counteract them ! 

Great injuftice is frequently done to the 
chara&er of Chrift, which was all meekAefs 
and fubmiffion upon this trying occafion^ 
permitting himfelf to be led like a lamb to 
the Jlaughter, according to the predi&ion of 
Ifaiah; by reprefenting him as differing the. 
ipoft exquifite pains upon the crofs 1 , whicn 
forced hiin to cry out, with impatience of 
the anguifh, My God i My God! why'hdjl; 
tfrouforfaken me ? This exclamation, how* 
everj as it is called, was in faft, nothing lefk 
than an expreffion of impatience under 'his. 
fpfferings; for it was merely a quotation of 
(the 2 2d pfalm ; and the application of it to, 
Himfelf, in the manner all fuch quotations 
were thep. made, by repeating the two or 
three firft words pf the thing quoted, and 
as we now do, by callihg the pfalpis or 
hymns by the name of tl\e firft Latin wbfds 
which they begin vflth^ as the 2*? Deum, thb, 
Magnificate 9 &c. ; and that the Cenuirvm, 

who 
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ifrhb was probably a Jew, fo Underjlood 
Chrtjiy is plain, from his own declaration 
upon hearing it, that truly this man was the 
Son of God; whereas, if he had conceived 
he (b cried out from impatience of his fiif- 
ferings, he would have been much apter to 
have concluded him not to have been the 
Son of God. 

Chrift having by his life and death, as the 
Son of Man, fulfilled all the gracious pur- 
pofes of his appearance upon earth, at his 
refiirre&ion from the dead refumed his Di- 
vine attributes, and received permiffion from 
the Father to. exercife them in his humah 
nature, which was now fpiritualized, and 
fitted for glory, even that glory which tftt 
Son bad with the Father •, before all worlds t 
arid in that nature will he come to judge 
men and angels, at the laft day of this ma- 
terial fyftem's continuance in its prefeAt 
form ; aind then will the wretched Lucifer, 
anc^his apoftate confederates, fee fulfilled, 
to thfeir iriexpreffible mortification, that pre- 
N % di&ion 
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di&ion of the exaltation of the new-created 
nature, which had fo inflamed their pride^ 
and (happened their envy, as to excite them 
t»o exert their malice and fubtilty to defeat 
it ; and then fhall the wicked and faithlefs 
of mankind, their miferable aflbciates, dif- 
mayedand terrified by the fplendid Majefty 
of that meek and humble Nazarite, whofe 
precepts they, rejected, whofe Divinity 
they ridiculed, and whofe, redemption they 
defpifed, call in vain upon, the diflblving 
rocks to fall upon them, and the melting 
hills to cover them from the face of Him 
that Jitteth upon the throne of judgement ; 
while the faithful- in fpirit, and the pun in 
hearty ^vt^He^fcyth^triimpet'sjoyTidfoimdi 
and the. t ^efijigsot • heams. of celeftial light 
breaking i$ wpon; them, /{hall fpring from b 
the gfaveitp, meiiet(^hedr Saviour in the air, 
aj^rsoeive from him: that, extatig. welcome^. 
G°mt<> jfao&klfcd & ifrt y Fajher\ receive- - the 
Kingdotp prepared' for yw from the beginning, 
for. where I am, youjhallbe alfo for ever* 

A profpedt 
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AprofpetSt like this, is an objedt worthy 
.the ambition of a being who claims kindred 
with angels ; • and he who has conceptions 
fublime enough to entertain and enjoy it, 
will look down from the height to which 
it elevates him, with pity and contempt, 
upon the little triumphs of an Alexander or 
a. Caefar, and the tinfel pageantry of all 
worldly pomp and grandeur. Nor will he 
be more apt to be alarmed by the terrors of 
human power, than allured by its blandifh- 
ments ; for, in the feraphic language of 
Dr. Skelton, " Let Perfecution feat itfelf 
44 upon a throne, and try him with the 
" frowns of power ; let it fhake its lafh and 
* 4 rattle its chains, and point to its loath- 
44 fbme dungeons, it fhall find his foul raifed 
44 infinitely above all its menaces. Let 
44 Death prefent itfelf in its moft hideous 
44 drefs ; let it foam on the jaws of the wild 
44 beaft ; let it groan from the crofs ; let it 
44 devour in the fiery furnace ! he (hall 

" meet 
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" meet it with a fmile, he (hall embrace it 
u with a calm and fteady joy." Such are 
the glorious effe&s of the Chriftian Faith, 
and fuch are the hopes founded upon it, by 

A Layman of the Church of 
. England. 



J O U R N A L 



OF A 



CONVENTION 



OF THE 



Proteftant Epifcopal Church 



IN THE STATES Of 



NEW YORK, 


MARYLAND, 


NEW JERSEY, 


VIRGINIA, 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


AND 


PELAWARE, 


SOUTH CAROLINA;. -, s y 



HELD IN 



CHRIST CHURCH, 



IN THE 



CITY of PHILADELPHIA, 



FROM 



September 27th to October 7th, 1785. 



LIST 



OF THE 



Members of the Convention. 



From the State of NE W YORK. 

JlHE Rev. Samuel Provost, A.M. 

Re&or of Trinity Church, New York. 
The Hon. James Duane, Efq. 

From the State of NEW JERSEY. 

The Rev. Abraham Beach, A.M. Rec- 
tor of Chrift Church, New Brunfwick. 

The Rev.Uzall Ogden, Redtor of Chrift 
Church, Suflex. 

Patrick Dennis, Efquire. 

O From 



98 Lifi of the Members of the Convention. 

From the State of PENNSYLVANIA. 

The Rev. William White, D.D* Reo 
tor of Chrift Church and St* Peter's, 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Samuel Mag aw, D. D. Rec- 
tor of St. Paul's Church, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Robert Blackwell, A.M. 
Affiftant Minifter of Chrift Church and 
St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Hutchins, A.M. Rec- 
tor of St. James's Church, Lancaftfer. 

The Rev. John Campbell, A. M. Re&or 
of York and Huntingdon. 

Richard Peters, Efquire. 

Jasper Yates, Efquire. 

Stephen Chambers/ Efq.* ; ' 

Samuel Powell, Efquire. ' k 

Thomas Hartley, Efquire. 

Edward Shippen,' Efquire; : 

John Clark, Efquire. 

William AxLfifi, Efquire. 

Mr. Andrew' Ddil ■'' - ; J 

Mr. 



Lift of the Members of the Convention. 99 

Mr. Edward Duffield. 
Mr. Joseph Swift. 
Mr. Nicholas Jones. 
Mr. John Wood. 

From the State /DELAWARE. 

The Rev. Charles H. Wharton, Rec- 
tor of Emanuel Church, New-Caftle. 
The Hon. Thomas Duff, Efquire. 
James Sykes, Efquire. 
Mr. John Reece. 
Mr. Joseph Tatlow. 
Mr. Alexander Reynolds. 
Mr. Robert Clay. 

From the State ^MARYLAND. 

The Rev. William Smith, D.D. Prin- 
cipal of Washington College, and Rec- 
tor of Chefter Parifli. 

The Rev. Samuel Keene, D.D. Rcdtor 

- of Dorchefter Parifh. 

The Rev. William West, D.D. Reo 
tor of St. Paul's, Baltimore Town. 

O 2 Thj 



loo Lift of the Members of the Convention. 

The Rev. John Andrews, D. D. late 
Reftor of St. Thomas's, Baltimore, and 
now) Principal of the Academy of the 
Proteftant Epifcopal Church, Philadel- 
phia. 

The Rev. James Jones Wilmeb, Rec- 
tor of St. George's, Harford County* 

Dr. Thomas Cradock. 

Mr. Joseph Couden. 

From the State of VIRGIN IA. 

The Rev. David Griffith, Re&or of 

Fairfax Parifh. 
John Page, Efquire. 

From the State of SOUTH CAROLINA. 

TheRev. Henry Purcell, D.D. Redtor 

of St. Michael's, Charlefton. 
The Hon. Jacob Read, Efquire. 
The Hon* Charles Pinkney, Efquire. 



* -'.-.„^i: 



>"R. 



JOURNAL, 



Tuesday, 2 yth of September, 1785. 

CLERICAL and Lay Deputies from fe- 
veral of the States aflembled ; and judging 
it proper to wait the arrival of the Deputies 
from the other States, 

Adjourned until to-morrow at ten o'clock. 

. Wednesday, 28/A of 'September ', 1785. 

The Convention met, according to ad- 
journment ; and the Rev. Dr. Keene, by 
defire, read prayers. 

The Rev. David Griffith was unanimoufly 
chofen Secretary. 

On 
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On motion, Refohed, That a Prefident 
be now chofen by ballot, and that each State 
have one vote ; which being done, and the 
.ballots counted, it appeared that the Rev. 
William White, D. D. was unanimoufly 
chofen. 

Ordered^ That the Deputies from the fe- 
veral States produce the teftimonials of their 
appointment ; which being done, and the 
teftimonials read, 

Re/bhed 9 That the teftimonials produced 
from the church in the feveral States, viz. 
in New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and South 
Carolina, are fatisfa&ory. 

The Refolutions of a Convention of the 
Proteftant Epifcopal Church, held in the 
city of New York, on the 6th and 7th of 
October, 1784, were read. 

Ordered, That the fame lie on the table. 

Adjourned to fix o'clock this evening. 



Wednbs- 
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Wednesday Evening, Six o'clock. 

The Convention met, according to ad- 
journment. 

Ordered, That the proceedings of a for- 
mer Convention at New York be again read; 
which being done, and the different articles 
considered, 

Refolved, That the firft, fecond, and 
third articles propofed as fundamental by the 
laid Convention, are approved of. 

The fourth article being read, it was, on 
.motion, Refolved, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed, confifting of one Clerical and one 
Lay Deputy from the Church in each State, 
to confider of and report fuch alterations in 
the Liturgy, as fhall render it confifteht 
with the American revolution and the con- 
ftitutions of the refpe&ive States : And fuch 
further alterations in the Liturgy, as it may 
be advifeable for this Convention to recom- 
mend 
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mend to the confideration off the Church 
here repreiented. 

Refohedy That tKe fifth, fixth, and fe- 
venth of the aforefaid articles, propofed as 
fundamental, are approved of; the fixth ar- 
ticle being firft explained and underftood, as 
meaning that the Deputies are to vote ac- 
cording to the States from which they come, 
and not individually. 

Refohedi That a Committee, to be com- 
pofed as aforefaid, prepare and report a draft 
of an ecclefiaftical conftitution for the Pro- 
teftant Epifcopal Church in the United States 
of America. 

A Committee was appointed accordingly, 
viz. the Rev. Mr. Provofi: and the Hon. Mr. 
Duane for New York ; the Rev. Mr. Beach 
and Mr. Dennis for New Jerley ; the Rev. 
Dr. White and Mr. Peters for Penniylvania ; 
the Rev. Dr. Wharton and Mr. Sykes for 
Delaware ; the Rev. Dr. Smith and Dr. 
Cradock for Maryland ; the Rev. Mr. Grif- 
fith and Mr. Page for Virginia; and the 

Rew 
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Rev. Dr. Purcell and the Hon. Mr. Read 
for South Carolina. * 

RefoheJj That the preparing the necef- 
fary and propofed alterations in the Liturgy 
be referred to the fame Committee. 

The Convention adjourned to ten o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, 29th of September > 1785. 

The Convention met, according to ad- 
journment, and the Rev. . Dr. Magaw read 
prayers. 

Refohed, That % a perfon be appointed to 
affift the Secretary, and to officiate in his 
flead when he fhall be employed in the bu- 
fmefs of the Committee ; and Mr. Clarke 
was appointed accordingly. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, as Chairman of the 
Committee for revifing and altering the Li- 
turgy, &c. reported, that the Committee 
had made fome progrefs in the bufinefs re- 
ferred to them, but not having completed 

P the 
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the fame, defired leave to fit again ; which 
being agreed to, 

The Convention adjourned to ten o'clock 

' «-r- .-...■.. , * ": ■ ' :' 
to-morrow morning. 

Friday, 30/A of September, 1785. 

The Convention met, according to ad-* 
journment, and the Re v.' Mr, Provoft read 
prayers. ' ' 

On motion, Refolved, That the Commit* 
tee for revifing and altering the Liturgy, 
&c. do alfb prepare and report a plan tot ob- 
taining the donfecration 0f Bifhops, toge- 
ther with an addrefs to the Moft Reverend . 
the Archbifhops and the Right Reverend the 
Bifhops of the Church of England, for that 
purpofe. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, from the Com- 
mittee for revifing, &c. reported that theyv 
had made further progrefs in the bufihefs re- 
ferred to them, but not havitig finifhed 5 thd 

fame, 



fame, defired leave to fit again, w;Uich Was 
agreed to. rii - 

The Convention adjourned to nij^e o'clock 
(to-morrow morning* 

Saturday, iftofOSlober, 1785* 

The Convention met, according to ad- 
journment ; and the Rev. Dr. Smith read 
prayers. 

Tjbe Rev, Dr, Smith, from the Commit- 
tee for revifing, &c. reported, that they had 
prepared a draft ,of the alterations to be 
made in the, Liturgy ; and that they had alfo 
prepared a draft of a General Ecclefiaftical 
Conftitution, which he was ready to re- 
port. 

Ordered, That the fame be now received ; 
'which being done, and the report read, 

Ordered, That the faid report lie on the 
t,able for the perufal of the members. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, from the fame 

Committee, reported, that they have had 

P % under 
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under confideration the further .alterations 
to be propofed ia the Liturgy, and were 
ready to report in part. 

Ordered, That the report be now receiv- 
ed and*read : which being done, 

Ordered, That the report laft read, lie 
on the table. 

Ordered, That.fomuph of the.revifed Li- 
turgy as refpe&s the American revolution 
and the conftitutions of the States be again 
read, and confidered by paragraphs ; which 
being done, 

Ordered, That the alterations in the Li- 
turgy to be propofcd to the church be again 
read, and confidered by paragraphs ; which 
being done in part, 

The Convention adjourned to fix o'clock 
this evening. 

Saturday Evening, Sfxo'CIoci* 

The Convention met, according to ad- 
journment. 

Ordered, 
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• Ordered, That the' report from the Com- 
mittee be refumedV'dnd:' the remainder of 
it read and confidered by paragraphs ; which 
feeing done, /: - » v - ■*"'■ '♦' 

The Convention adjourned • to- ten c/clock 
rin Monday morning. • ; • • 

Monday, "^dof October , 1^85^ 

. The, Convention met, according to ad- 
journment ; and the Rev. Dr. Weft read 
prayers. 

„ The Rev. Dr. Smith, from the Commit- 
tec for. reviling, &c. reported, that they had 
made further progrefs in the bufinefs refer- 
red to them, and were ready to report. 

Ordered, That the report be now receiv- 

• ■ * ■ 

ed, and that the fame be read and confi- 
dered by paragraphs ; which having been 
done in part, 

1 The Convention adjourned to fix o'clock 
^is evening. 

Monday 
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A General Ecclefiajikal Confitution of the 
Protejiant Epifcopal Churchy in the United 
States of America. 

WHEREAS, in the courfe of Di- 
vine Providence, the Proteftant Epifcopal 
Church in the United States of America is 
become independent of all foreign autho- 
rity, civil and ecclefiaflital : 

And whereas, at a meeting of Clerical 
and Lay Deputies of the faid Church* in 
fundry of the faid States, vik. in the States 
of Maffachufetts, Rhode Ifland, Connec- 
ticut, New York, New Jerfey, Pennfyl- 
vania, Delaware, and Maryland, held in 
the city of New York, on the 6th and 
7th days of O&ober, in the year of our 
Lord 1784, it was recommended to this 
Church in the faid States reprefented as 
aforefaid, and propoled to this Church 
in* the States not reprefented, that they 
fhould fend Deputies to a Convention to 

be 
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be held in the city of Philadelphia, on 
the Tuefday before the. feaA of St. Mi*. 
chaeU; in , the prefent year, in order to 
unite in a (Joiifti'tution ot JEqcleliaftical 
Government, agreeable to certain funda- 
mental principles exprefled in the faid re* 
commendation and propofal : . 

And whereas, in confequence of the 
faid recommendation and propofal, Cleri- * 
cal and Lay Deputies have been .duly ap- 
pointed' from the faid Church in the States 
of Npw Yorl^ ]NTew Jerfey ? Pennfylvania, 
Delaware* Maryland, Virginia and South 
Caroling: ... ' . . 

The <faid Deputies Ijeing now affembled, 
aud. taking iijto .cpnfideration the itnpor- 
tance k of maintaining, uniformity in doc* 
trine, difcipliqe, and worfhip, in the laid 
Church, do hereby determine and declare, 

I. That there fhall he a general Con- 

ventipn of t,he Proteftant Epifcopal Church 

in the United States of America, which 

fhall be held in the city of Philadelphia, 

Q on 
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on the third Tuefday in June, in the year 
of our Lord 1786, and for ever after, 
once in . three years on the third Tuefday 
of June, in fiich place as fhall be deter- 
mined by the Convention ; and fpeciai 
meetings may be held at fuch other times 
and in fuch places as fhall be hereafter 
provided for ; and this Church, in a ma- 
jority of the States aforefaid, (hall be re- 
prefented before they fhall proceed to bu- 
finefs ; except that the reprefeu.tation of 
this Church from two States (frail be fuf* ; 
ficient to adjourn; and in L aJUL b^(inefs,of t > 
the Convention freedpra of d$bp,te (hall be* 
allowed. .,. fci|: <t t <jit . .. t 

II. There fhall be a . reprefentation of 
both Clergy and Laity of the Churpli ki 
each State which fhall cqnfift /of one. ear 
more Deputies, not excsed^^fQ^urj of 
each order; and in all ^uefHons^th? faid 
Church }n each State fhajl ^ve^e vqtp ; 
and a majority of fuffrages (haU : be con- . 

dufive. ; , , t . 

. ~ III. I» 
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III. In the faid Church in every State 
reprefentcd in this Convention, there fhall 
be a Convention confifting of the Clergy 
and Lay Deputies of the congregations. 

IV. 4i The Book of Common Prayer, 
44 "and Adminiftration of the Sacraments, 
44 and other Rites and Ceremonies of the 
14 Church, according to the ufe of the 
"Church of England," fhall be conti- 
nued to be ufed by this Church, as the 
fame is altered by this Convention, in a 
certain ihftrumefat of writing paffed by 
their authority, entituled, 44 Alterations 
«* of the Liturgy of the Proteftant Epi£' ' 
44 copal Church, in the United States of 
44 America, in order to render the fame 
44 conformable to the American revolution and 
44 the conflitutkns of the refpeftivejtates" 

V.* In every State where there fhall be 
a Biflidp cfuly cohfecrated and fettled, and 
who fflall have acceded to the articles of 
this General Ecclefiaftical Conftitution, 

Qj> he i 
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he fhall be confidered as a member of the 
Convention ex officio. 

VI. The Bifhop or Bifhops in every 
State fhall be chofen agreeably to fuch 
rules as (hall be fixed by the refpe&ive 
Conventions: and every Bifhop of this 
Church fhall confine the exercife of his 
epifcopal office to his proper jurifdi&ion ; 
unlefs requefted to ordain or confirm by 
any church deftitute of a Bifhop. 

VII. A Proteftant Epifcopal Church in 
any of the United States not notfr repre- 
fented, may at any time hereafter be ad- 

. mitted, on acceding to the articles of this 
union. 

VIII. Every Clergyman, whether Bi- 
,fhop or Prefbyter, or Deacon, fhall be 

amenable to the authority of the Conven- 
, tion in the State to which he belongs, fb 
far as relates to fufpenfion or removal from 
office; and the Convention in each State 
fhall inftitute rules for their conduft, and 
an equitable mode of trial. 

IX. And 
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• * IX# And whereas it is reprefented to 
this Convention to be th6 deiire of the 
Proteftant Epifcopal Church in thefe States, 
that there may be farther alterations of 
the Liturgy than fuch as are made nece£- 
fary by the America^ revolution ; there- 
fore the *' Book of Common Prayer, and 
f 6 Adminiftration of the Sacraments, and 
*' other Rites and Ceremonies of the 
" Church, according to the ufe of the 
'** Church of England," as altered by an 
inftrument of writing, paffed under the 
authority of this Convention, entituled, 
" Alterations in the Book of Common 
" Prayer, and Adminiftration of the Sa- 
*.' craments, and other Rites and Ceremo- 
" nies, of the Church, according to the 
*"' ufe of the Church of England, propofed 
<" and recommended to the Proteftant Epi£ 
.** copal Church in the United States of 
" America," fhali be ufed in this Church, 
when the fame fhall have been ratified by 

the 

i 
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the Conventions which have refpe&ively 
fent Deputies to this General Convention. 

X. No perfbn (hall be ordained or per- 
mitted to officiate as a Minifter in this 
Church, until he (hall have fubferibed tb* 
following declaration, " I do believe d^fr " 
" holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
44 Teftament to be the word of God, and 
" to contain all things neceflary to falva- 
44 tion ? and I do fblemnly engage to con* 
44 form to the do&rines and worfhip of 
*' the'*Proteftant Epifcopal Church, as . 
44 fettlei and determined in the Book of 
* 4 Common Prayer, and Adminiftration of 
f4 the Sacraments, let forth by the Gene- 
* 4 ral Convention of the Proteftant Epif- 
44 copal Church in thefe United States.** 

XL This General Ecclefiaftical Confl^ 
tutiob; when ratified by the Church in 
the different ftates, (hall be coufidered as ; 
fundamental ; and (hall be unalterable by Y 
the Convention of the Church in any 
State. 

The 
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The Hon. Mn Duane, from the Com- 
mittee for revising, &c. reported, that 
they had, according to order, prepared a 
p&n for obtaining the confecration of Bi- 
,'flibps, and a draft of an addrefs to the 
Moft Reverend the Archbi/hpps and the 
"Right "Reverend the Bifliops of the Church 
of! England, and were rea^y to ttppxt the 
fame* 

Ordered, That tHe plan and draft now 
offered be deceived ; which being done, 

and the fame twice read ^nd confide red by 

•■■.,. j ••-.■ -a*-* »■•'■■■ 
paragraph si was ordered to be f tr;anfcrihed. 

The'' Convention then adjourned t^ ten, 

o clock to-morrow mornijig. 



iOiJ'.i^''"* 



Wednesday,, sfy&$%$*?* : *fos- 



The Convention met, according to adr 
jourhmenr; and the Rev. Mr? Pigvofl 
read*pray6fS. ! ' "" */ 

Ordered, That the tranferibed copj of 
the '•'Alterations' iii the Liturgy, to ren- ; 

" der 
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" der it confident with the American re- 
" volution and the Conftitutions of the 
" refpedtive States," be read and confi- 
dered by paragraphs ; which being done, 

Refolvedy That the Liturgy fhall be 
ufed in this Church as accommodated to 
the revolution, agreeably to the alterations 
now approved of and ratified by this Con- 
vention *. 

On motion, Refohed, That the fourth 
of July (hall be obferved by this Church, 
for ever, as a day of thankfgiving to Al- 
mighty God, for the ineftimable bleffings 
of religious and civil liberty vouchfafed to 
the United States of America. 

On motion, Refolved, That the firft 
Thurfday in November in every year for 
ever, fhall be obferved by this Church as 
a day of general thankfgiving to Almighty 

* Neither thefe nor the other alterations after- 
wards propofed are printed in the Journal, as they 
will appear in the Book of Common Prayer, now in 
the prefs. 

God, 
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God, for the fruits of the earth, and all 
the other bleffings of his merciful pro- 
vidence. 

Ordered^ That a Committee be appoint- 
ed to prepare a form of prayer and thankf- 
giving for the fourth of July; and a Com- 
mittee was accordingly appointed, viz. the 
Rev. Dr. Smith, the Rev. Dr. Magaw, 
the Rev. Dr. Wharton, and the Rev. 
Mr. Campbell. 

Ordered^ That the alterations in the 
Liturgy to be propofed to this Church 
be read and confidered by paragraphs ; 
and the Convention made fome progrefs 
therein. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, from the Com- 
mittee, to prepare a form of prayer and 
thankfgiving for the fourth of July, re- 
ported that they had prepared the lame. 

Ordered^ That it be now received and 
read. 

Ordered, That the faid report be read 
R * 'and 
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and confidered by paragraphs; which being 
done, 

Refohed, That the faid form of prayer 
be ufed in this Church on the fourth of 
July for ever. 

Then the Convention adjourned to fix 
o'clock this evening. 

Wednesday Evening, Six o'clock. 

The Convention met, according to ad- 
journment. 

Ordered, That the confideration of the 
propofed alterations in the Liturgy be 
refumed. 

Ordered^ That the fame be again read 
and confidered by paragraphs ; which be- 
ing done, and the alterations agreed to, 

Refohedy That the (aid alterations be 
propofed and recommended to the Proteftant 
Epifcopal Church in the States from which 
there are Deputies to this Convention. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered) That the alterations made in the 
articles be again read ; which being done, 

Ordered^ That the fame be read and con- 
fidered by paragraphs ; which being done, 
and fome time fpent thereon, 

Refohedy That the articles, as now al- 
tered, be recommended to this Church, to 
be by them adopted in the next General 
Convention. 

Ordered^ That the plan for obtaining 
Confecration, and the Addrefs to the Arch- 
bifhops and Bifliops of the Church of Eng- 
land, be again read ; which being done, the 
fame weye agreed to, and are as follow : 

Firjt) That thi* Convention addrefs the 
Archbifhops and Bifhops of the Church of 
England, requefling them to confer the 
epifcopal chara&er on fuch perfons as fhall 
be chofen and recommended to them for that 
purpofe, from the Conventions of this 
Church, in the refpe&ive States. 

R 2 Secondly ', 
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Secondly 9 That it be recommended to the 
faid Conventions, that they ele£t perfons for 
this purpofe. 

^thirdly , That it be farther recommended 
to the different Conventions, at their next 
refpe£tive feffions, to appoint committees, 
with powers to correfpond with the Englifh 
Bifhops, for the carrying of thefe refolutions 
into effedt ; and that, until fuch committees 
fhall be appointed, they be requcfted to di- 
rect any communications which they may 
be pleafed to make on this fubjeft, to the 
committee, confifting of the Reverend Dr f 
White, Prefident, the Rev. Dr. Smith, the 
Rev. Mr. Provoft, the Honourable James 
Duane, Efq. and Samuel Powell and Rich- 
ard Peters, Efquires. 

Fourthly, That it be recommended to the 
different Conventions, that they pay efpeciaj 
attention to the making it appear to their 
Lordfhips, that the perfons who (hall be 
fent to them for confecration, are defired in 
the charafter of Bifhops, as well by the 

Laity 
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Jjaky as by the Clergy, of this Church, in 
jthfc faid States refpeftively ; and that they 
will be receiyed by them ii* that chara&er 
pn their return, 

Fjft&fy* And in order to allure their Lord-r 
Ihips of the legality of the prefent propofed 
application, that the Deputies now affem- 
bled be defired to make a refpe&ful addrels 
to the civil rulers of the States in which 
they refpedtively refide, to certify that the 
faid application is not contrary to the con- 
futations and laws of the fame. 

Sixthly, And whereas the Bifhops of this 
Church will not be entitled to any of fuch 
temporal honours as are due to the Archbi- 
Ihops and Bilhops of the parent Church, in 
quality of ]Lords of Parliament ; and where* 
as the reputation and ufefulnefs of our Bi- 
lhops will confidently depend on their tak- 
ing no higher titles or ftile than will be due 
to their fpiritual employments ; that it be 
recommended to this Church in the States 
here reprefented, to provide, that their re- 

refpe&ivQ 
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refpe&ive Bifhops may be called " The 
Right Reverend A. B. Bifhop of the Rro- 
teftant Epifcopal Church in C. D." : and> a£ 
Bifhop, may hare no other title j and may 
not ufe any fuch ftile as is ufually defcrip- 
tive of temporal power and precedency." 

7*o the Mojl Reverend and Right Reverend the 
Archbljhops ^Canterbury rfWYork, and 
the Bijhops of the Church of England. 

W E, the Clerical and Lay Deputies of 
the Proteftant Epifcopal Church in fundry 
of the United States of America, think it 
our duty to addrefs your I/>rd(hips on a ful> 
je£t deeply interefting, not only to ourfelves 
and thofe whom we reprefent, but, as we 
conceive, to the common caufe of Chrifti- 
anity. 

Our forefathers, when they left the land 
of their nativity, did not leave the bofom of 
that Church, over which your Lordlhips 

now 
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nowprefide ; but, as well from a veneration 
for Epifcopal Government, as from an at- 
tachment to the admirable fervices of our 
Liturgy, continued in willing connexion 
with their Ecclefiaftical Superiors in Eng- 
land, and were fubje£ed to many local in- 
conveniencies, rather than break the unity 
of the Church to which they belonged. 

When it pleafed the Supreme Ruler of 
the Univerfe, that this part of the Britifh 
empire fhould be free, fbvereign and inde- 
pendent, it became the moft important con- 
cern of the members of our communion to 
provide for its continuance : And while, in 
accomplifhing of this, they kept in view 
that wife and liberal part of the fyftem of 
the Church of England, which excludes as 
well the claiming as the acknowledging of 
fuch fpiritual fubje£tion as may be incon- 
fiftent with the civil duties of her children, 
it was neverthelefs their earned: defire and 
refolution to retain the venerable form of 
Epifcopal Government, handed down to 

them, 
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them, as they conceived, from the time of 
the Apoftles ; and endeared to them by the 
remembrance of the holy Bifhops of the pri- 
mitive Church, of the blefled Martyrs who 
reformed the do&rine and worfhip of the 
Church of England, and of the many great 
and pious Prelates who have adorned that 
Church in every fucceeding age. But how- 
ever general the defire of completing the or- 
ders of our Miniftry, fb diffufed and uncon** 
nedted were the members of our commu- 
nion over this extenfive country, that much 
time and negociation were neceflary for the 
forming a reprefentative body of the greater 
number of the Epifcopalians in thefe States ; 
and owing to the fame caufes, it was not 
until this Convention, that fufficient powers 
could be procured for the addrefling your 
Lordfhips on this fubjeft. 

The petition which we offer to your ve- 
nerable body, is — that from a tender regard 
to the religious interefts of thoufands in 
this riling empire, profejjing the fame reli- 
gious 
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gious principles with the Church of England'; 
you will be pleafed to confer the Epifcopal 
chara&er on fuch perfonsas (hall be recom- 
mended by this Church in thefeveral States 
here reprefented : Full fatisfa&ion being 
given of the fufficiency of the perfons re- 
commended, and of its being the intention 
of the general body of the Epifcopalians in 
the (aid States refpe&ively, to receive them 
in quality of Bifhops. 

Whether this our requeft will meet with 
infurmountable impediments from the poli- 
tical regulations of the kingdom in which 
your Lordfhips fill fuch diftinguifhed Na- 
tions, it is not for us to forefee ; we have 
not been afcertained, that any fuch will ex- 
ift ; and are humbly of opinion* that as citi- 
zens of thefe States, interefted in their pro- 
fperity, and religioufly regarding the alle- 
giance which we owe them, it is to an ec- 
clefiaftical fburce only we can apply in the 
prefent exigency. 

S It 
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It may be of confequencc to obfefvc, 
that in thefe States there is a feparation be- 
tween the concerns of policy and thofe of 
religion; that accordingly our civil rulers 
cannot officially join in the prefent applica- 
tion ; that, however, we are far from appre- 
hending the oppofition or even difpleafure 
of any of thofe honourable perfbnages ; and 
finally, that in this bufinefs we are juftified 
by the conftitutions of the ftates, which arc 
the foundations and control of all our laws. 
On this point, we beg leave to refer to the 
enclofed extracts from the conftitutions of 
the refpe&ive States of which we are citi- 
zens, and wc flatter ourfelves that they 
muft be ialhfriccory. 

Thus we have ftated to your Lordfhips 
the nature and the grounds of our applica- 
tion ; which we have thought it moft re- 
fpe&ful and moft fuitable to the magnitude 
of the obje£t to addreis to your Lordfhips 
for your deliberation, before any perfbn is 
fent over to carry them into effe£t ; what- 
ever 
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ever may be the event, no time will efface 
the remembrance of the paft fervices of 
your Lordfhips and your predeceflbrs. The 
Archbiihops of Canterbury were not pre- 
vented, even by the weighty concerns of 
their high ftations, from attending to the 
interefts of this diftant branch of the Church 
under their care. The Bifhops of London 
were our Diocefans : and the uninterrupted, 
although voluntary, fubmifTion of our con- 
gregations will remain a perpetual proof of 
their mild and paternal government. All 
the Bifhops of England, with other diftin- 
guifhed chara&ers, as well eccleflaftical as 
civil, have concurred in forming and car- 
rying on the benevolent views of the So- 
ciety for propagating the Gofpel in foreign 
parts ; a fociety to whom, under God, the 
profperity of our Church is in an eminent 
degree to be afcribed. It is our earneft wifh 
tq be permitted to make, through your 
Lordfhips, this juft acknowledgment to 
that venerable fociety ; a tribute of grati- 

S 2 tudc 
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tude which we the rather take this oppor- 
tunity of paving, as while thev thought 
it necefiary to withdraw their pecuniary 
aiiillance from our Milliliters, they have 
endeared their paft favours by a benevolent 
declaration, that it is far from their 
thoughts to alienate their affection from 
their brethren now under another govern- 
ment ; with the pious wifh, that their for- 
mer exertions may ftill continue to bring 
forth the fruits they aimed at of pure reli- 
gion and virtue. Our hearts are penetrat- 
ed with the moft lively gratitude by thefe 
generous fentiments; the long fucceffion 
of former benefits paffes in review before 
us ; we pray that our Church may be a 
lading monument of the ufefulnefs of fb 
worthy a body, and that her fons may ne- 
ver ceafe to be kindly afFe&ioned to the 
members of that Church, the Fathers of 
which have fo tenderly watched over her 
infancy. 

For 
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' For your Lordfhips in particular, we 
moft fincerely wifh and pray, that you may 
long continue the ornaments of the Church 
of England, and at laft receive the reward 
of the righteous from the great Shepherd 
and Bifhop of Souls. 

We are 5 with all the refpeft which is 
due to your exalted and venerable charac- 
ters and ftations, 

Your Lordfhips* 

Moft obedient, and 

Moft humble Servants, 
In Convention, Chrijl- 

Churchy Philadelphia, 

Oflober $th> 1785. 

Refolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to publifh the Book of Common Prayer, 
with the alterations, as well thofe now ra- 
tified in order to render the Liturgy con- 
fident with the American revolution and 
the conftitutions of the refpedive States, 

as 
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as the alterations and new offices recommend- 
ed to this Church ; and that the book be 
accompanied with a proper Preface or Ad- 
drefs, fetting forth the reafbn and expe- 
diency of the alterations ; and that the 
Committee have the liberty to "make ver- 
bal and grammatal corre&ions ; but in fuch 
manner, as that nothing in form or fub- 
ftance be altered. 

The Committee appointed were the Re- 
verend Dr f White, (Prefident) the Reve- 
rend Dr. Smith, and the Reverend Dr. 
Wharton. 

Ordered j That the faid Committee be 
authorifed to difpofe of the copies of the 
Common Prayer when printed ; and that 
after defraying all expences incurred there- 
in, they remit the neat profits to the Trea- 
i urers of the feveral Corporations and So- 
cieties for the relief of the widows and 
children of deceafed Clergymen in the 
States reprefented in this Convention ; the 

profits 
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profits to be equally divided among the faid 
Societies and Corporations. 

Refolved, That the fame Committee be 
authorifed to publifh, with the Book of 
Common Prayer, fuch of the reading and 
finging pfalms, and fuch a Kalendar of 
pjoper leflbns for the different Sundays and 
Holydays throughout the year, as they 
may think proper. 

Refolved, That the fame Committee be 
authorifed to publifh the Journal of this 
Convention. 

Ordered, That the Journal and all the 
proceedings of the Convention be lodged 
in the hands of the Prefident. 

On motion, Refohed, That the Reve- 
rend Dr. Wharton, having preached a fer^ 
mon laft Sunday on the Duties of the Mi- 
nifterial office, highly fatisfa&ory to this 
Convention and the whole audience, be re* 
quefted to publifh the fame. 

On motion, Refohed, That the Reve- 
rend Dr. Smith be requefted to prepare and 

preach 
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preach a fermon fuited to the folemn oc- 
cafion of the prefent Convention, on Fri- 
day next ; and that the Service be then 
ready as propofed for future ufe. 

On motion, Refohed, That the thanks 
of this Convention be given to the Pre- 
fident, for his able and diligent difchaige 
of the duties of his office. 

On motion, Refo/ved, That the thanks 
of this Convention be given to the Reve- 
rend Dr. Smith, for his exemplary dili- 
gence, and the great afliftance he has ren- 
dered this Convention as Chairman of the 
■Committee, in perfecting the important 
bufinefs in which they have been en- 
gaged. 

On motion, Refohed, That the thanks 
of this Convention be given to the Reve- 
rend Mr. Griffith, for his ability and dili- 
gence in the difcharge of his duty as Se- 
cretary. 

Then the members prefent of the Con- 
vention figned all the a£ts and inftruments, 

and 
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and afterwards adjourned, to meet on Fri- 
day ten o'clock, at the Academy of the 
Proteftant Epifcopal Church, in order to 
attend divine fervice and fermon. 

Friday, jtbo/Oflober, 1785. 

The Convention met, according to ad- 
journment, and attended divine fervice in 
Chrift Church ; when the Liturgy, as al- 
tered, was read by the Rev. Dr. White, 
and a fuitable fermon was preached by the 
Reverend Dr. Smith ; after which the Con- 
vention adjourned, to meet this evening 
at feven o'clock, at the Academy of the 
Proteftant Epifcopal Church. 

Friday Evening, Seven o'clock. 

The Convention met, according to ad- 
journment. 

On motion, Re/ohed, That the thanks 

of this Convention be given to the Reve- 

T rend 
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- rend Dr. Smith, for his fermon preached 
this day before them ; and that he be re- 
quefted to publifh the fame. 

Refohed, That the Prefident be requeft- 
ed to preach at the opening of the next 
Convention. 

The Convention then adjourned. 

Signed, by Order of the Convention, 
WILLIAM WHITE, Prefident. 
' Attejl. David Griffith, Secretary. 
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Tuesday, 2otb of June, 1786. 

CLERICAL and Lay Deputies from fe- 
veral of the States aflembled ; and judging 
it proper to wait for a fuller Convention be- 
fore they entered on bufinefs, 

Adjourned tp ten o'clock to-morrow. 

Wednesday, 21ft of June, 1786. 

The Convention Was opened with di- 
vine fervice, read by the Rev. Dr. Smith 
and the Rev. Mr. Griffith, and a Sermon 
on the occafion, by the Rev. Dr. White. 
U Ordered, 
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Ordered, That the Members prefent ex- 
hibit the teftimonisls of their refpe£ive af£" 
pointments ; which was done accordingly. 

Adjoameft to nine o'clock to-morrow. 

Thursday, zidofjune, 1786. 

-.-■•■• ->.•■>. . •■ . . * 

The Convention met, and proceeded to 
the ele&ion of a Prefident and Secretary by 
ballot; when the "Rfcv. David Griffith was 
duly ele&ed Prefident, and the Hon. Fran- 
cis Hopkinfon, Secretary of this Coven- 
tion. 

Motion made by the Rev. Robert Smith, 
and fecoiided, 

That the Clergy prefent , produce thfir 
letters of orders, or declare by whom they 
were ordained. ■ - *. 

Whereupon the previous quefHon was 
moved by the Rev. Dr. Smith, and fecond- 
ed by Dr. White, viz. 

Whether this queftion fliall now be put ? : 
which being carried in the affirmative, the 

main 
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main qupftion was then propofed, and de- 
termined in the negative. 

On motion made and feconded, 

Ordered, That the letter from the Arch* 
bifhops and Bifhops of England to this Con- 
vention be now read, and it was read ac- 
cordingly, in the words following : 

< London, Feb. 24, 1 786. 

ST? the plerical and Lay Deputiu ofthejgro* 
tejtant Epifcopal Church in fundry of the 
Utfjfed Staffs of, An^rica. , , , 

1 HE Archbifhb^ of Cahterbirfy hath re- 
ceived an v adefrefs, dated in Convention, 
Chrift Church, Philadelphia, Oftober 5, 
1785, from the Clerical and Lay Deputies 
of the Proteftant Epifcopal Church in fun- 
dry of the United States of America, dire A- 
ed to the ArchbMiops and Bifhops of Eng- 
Vz land, 
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land, and requefting them to confer the 
Epifcopal chara&er on fuch perfons as fhall 
be recommended by the Epifcopal Church 
in the feveral States by them reprefented; 

This brotherly and chriftian addrefs was 
cbmmuhicated to the Archbifliop of York, 
and to the Bifhops, with as much difpateh 
as their feparate and diftant fituations would 
permit, and hath been received and consi- 
dered by them ^ith that r true and affe&ion- 
ate regard which they have always fhewn 
towards thfeir Epifcopal brethren in Ame- 
rica. ! ' ■ '- " • • ■■"• ■ ■ 

We are flow enabled to aflure you, that 
nothing is nearer to our hearts than the wifh 
to prombtfcyour fpirittial welfare, to be i$- 
ftrumental in procuring for you the com- 
plete exefcife of our holy religion, arid the 
enjoyment of that ecclefiaftical constitution, 
which we believe to be truly apoftolical, 
and for which you. exprefs fo unreferved a 
veneration, - . - 

Wc 
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*■■ We are therefore happy to be informed, 
that this pious defign is not likely to receive 
any difcountenance from the civil powers 
under which you live ; and we -define you to 
be perfuaded, that we, onour parts, ..will 
ufe our be ft endeavours, which we^ have 
good reafbn to hope will. b$, fiiccefsful, to 
acquire a legal capacity of complying with 
the prayer of your addrefs. 

With thefe fentixnents we are difpofed to 
make every allowance which candour can 
fuggeft for the difficulties of ypur fituatipn, 
but at the fame time we cannot help being 
afraid, tbafij in the; proceedings of; your 
Convention, fome alterations may have, been 
adopted or intended, which thofe difficulties 
do not feem to juftify. 

Thole alterations are not mentioned in 
your addrefs, and, as our knowledge of 
them is no more than what has reached us 
through private and lefs certain channels, 
we Jiope you will think it juft, both to you 

and 
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and to ourfelves, if we wait for an ema- 
nation. 

For while we are anxious to give v every 
proof, not Qnly of . our brotherly affeftion, 

sin- ■> .' -t .■" " 

but of our facility in forwarding your wifhes, 
we cannot but be extremely cautious, l^ft 
we ftiould be the in£fcrument*of eftabliihing 
an ecclefiafticalifyfteno^ which will.be caUed 
a branch of the Church, of JErigland, buftaf- 
terwards may poflibly -appear to haye de- 
parted from it eflentially, eitjher in do&iine 
or in difcipline. 

In the mean tinje, we heartily command 
you taGpd?$» holy p^tieftipn, and .are, . 

Tour a ft?#ionate, Brethren 

J, Rochester, L,Lichfimj> & , 

R, WoB«EST?EH, ;? CoVENTRiY, , - 

-.v I, Oxford, , S* Gloucester, . 
I. E«eter> E* St.* David's, 

ioTho. Lincoln* , Chrw Bristol, 
John Ifrftoqtof- ^L Cantuar, 

W. Ebor, 
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W.'Ebor, 1 r '" ' & StVA'sAMf, l 
R. London, S. Sarum, j ' 

" tV. Chichester, J. Peterborough, 
C.Bath&Wells, James ""Ely. ' 

To the Reverend and Honour* 

able the Clerical and (Lay ■? • • 
Deputies of *thi> 'Pwtejiant ; »■ 
Epif copal Church infundry 
of the United States cfi \ ■» -r 

America, Philadelphia* ; • H mo T - : 

Refolved, Th*t this C6hVefttibn^n&r- 
tain a grateful ferife of the t&tfftftn afl&ak>n 
and condefcenfion manifefted in this letter : 
And whereas it' * a£peai£ * that thfc* venerable 
Prelates have heard, through private chan- 
nels, th4f the Chairch here rtprefentedhiave 
adopted, or intehded, fuch akefcatibns* as 
would be an efferitial deviatbtf frofti the 
Church of England, this Cont&ldcm' tAift 
that they (hall be able so" give fuch infor- 
mation to thofe vefierabte'Prelates, as -will 

fatisfy 
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fatisfy them that no fuch alterations have 
been adopted or intended. 

Refolvedy That a Committee be now ap- 
pointed, to draft an anfwer to the letter of 
the Archbifhops and Bifhops of England. 

Refohedy That the Rev. Dr. Smith, the 
Rev. Dr. White, the Rev. Dr. Wharton, 
James Parker and Cyrus Griffin, Efquires, 
be the Committee for this purpofe. 

A motion made by the Rev. Mr. Provoft, 
and feconded by the Rev. Mr. Smith, of 
South Carolina, viz. 

. That this Convention will refolve to do 
no a£t that (hall imply the validity of ordi- 
nations made by Dr. Seabury. 

The previous queftion was moved by Dr. 
Smith, feconded by Dr. White, viz. 

Shall this queftion be now put ? — and 

Carried in the affirmative.- The main 

queftion was then propofed, and determin- 
ed in the negative, as follows, 

New 
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New York, Aye. 
New Jersey, Aye. 
Pennsylvania, No. 
Delaware, No. 
Maryland, No. 
Virginia, No. 
South Carolina, Aye. 

On motion made by Dr. White, and fe-» 
cpnded by Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, 

Refohedmianimoujly, That it be recom- 
mended to. this Church in the States here 
reprefented, not to receive to the paftoral 
charge, within their refpe&ive limits, cler- 
gymen profeffing canonical fubjedtion to 
any Bifhop, in any ftate or country, other 
than thofe Bifhops who may be duly fettled 
in the States reprefented in this Conveft- 
tion. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, the 23d of June, 1786. 

The Convention met, according to ad- 
journment. 

X On 
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On motion made by the Rev, Mr. Smith, 
of South Carolina, and feconded, it was 
, unanimoujly 

Refolved, That it be recommended td 
the Conventions of the Church, reprefent- • 
ed in this General Convention, not to ad- 
mit any perfon as a Minifter within their % 
refpeftive limits, who fhall receive ordina- . 
tion from any Bifhop refiding in America, • 
during the application now pending to the 
Englifh Bifhops for Epifcopal confecration. 

The Journals of the late Convention and- 
the propofed conftitution of the Churcli 
were read for the firft time. 

Previous to a fecond reading, a memo- 
rial from the Convention of the Church in 
the State of New Jerfey was prefented, and 
fundry communications from the Conven- 
tions in the other States were made, rela- 
tive to the bufinefs of this Convention : 
Whereupon, 

Refohedj That the faid memorial and 
communications be referred to the firft Ge- 
neral 
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neraL Convention which fhall aflemble 
with fufficient powers to determine on the 
fame ; and that, in the mean time, they 
be lodged with the Secretary. 

The propofed Conftitution was then 
taken up for a fecond reading, and debated 
by. paragraphs. 

The Preamble, .contained in three claufes 
or fe&ions, was agreed to without alte- 
ration. 

The queftion being then put on the 
whole of the propofed Conftitution, as 
now amended, the fame was unanimoufly 
agreed to, as follows : 



X 2 A Gene- 
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A General Conjlitution of the Protefiant 
Epifcopal Churchy in the United States of 
America. 

WHEREAS, in the courfe of Di- 
vine Providence, the Proteftant Epifcopal 
Church in the United States of America is 
become independent of all foreign author 
rity, civil and ecclefiaftical : . 

And whereas, at a meeting of Clerical 
and Lay Deputies of the faid Church, ir>. 
fundry of the faid States, viz. in the States 
of MafTachufetts, Rhode Ifland, Connec- 
ticut, New York, New Jerfey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware, and Maryland, held in 
the city of New York, on the 6th and 
yth days of O&ober, in the year of our 
Lord 1784, it was recommended to this 
Church in the faid States reprefented as 
aforefaid, and propofed to this Church 
in the States not reprefented, that they 
fhould fend Deputies to a Convention to 

be 
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be held in the city of Philadelphia, on 
the Tuefday before the feaft of St. Mi- 
chael, in the year of our Lord 1 785, in or- 
der to unite in a Conftitution of Ecclefiafti- 
cal Government, agreeably to certain funda- 
mental principles exprcfled in the faid re- 
commendation and propofal : 

And whereas, in confequence of the 
faid recommendation and propofal, Cleri- 
cal and Lay Deputies have been duly ap- 
pointed from the faid Church in the States 
of New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and South 
Carolina : 

The faid, Deputies being now aflembled, 
and taking into confideration the impor- 
tance of maintaining uniformity in doc- 
trine, difcipline, and worfhip, in the faid 
Church, do hereby determine and declare, 

I. That there .ftiall be a general Con- 
vention of the Proteftant Epifcopal Church 
in the United States of America, which 
fhall be held in the city of Philadelphia, 

on 
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.on the 'third Tuefday in June, In the year 
of our Lord 1786, and for ever after, 
once in three years on the fourth Tuefday 
of July,, in fuch place as (hall be deter- 
mined by the Convention ; and fpecial 
meetings may be held at fuch other times 
and in fuch place as (hall be hereafter 
provided for ; and this Church, in a ma- 
jority of the States aforefaid, fhall be re- 
prefented before they fhall proceed to bu- 
fitiefs ; except that the reprefentation of 
this Church from two States fhall be fuf- 
ficient to adjourn ; and in all bufinefs of 
the Convention freedom of debate fhall be 
allowed. 

II. There fhall be a reprefentation of 
both Clergy and Laity of the Church in 
each State- which fhall conlift of one or 
snore Deputies, not exceeding four, of 
each order, chofen by the Convention of 
each State ; and in all queftions the faid" 
Church in each State fhall have but one 

vote ; 
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vote ; and a majority of fuffrages fhall be 
conclufive. 

UK In the faid Church in every State 
reprefented in this Convention, there fhall 
be a Convention confifting of the Clergy 
and Lay Deputies of the congregations. 

IV. " The Book of Common Prayer, 
" and Adminift ration of the Sacraments, 
" and other Rites and Ceremonies of the 
" Church, according to the ufe of the 
" Church of England," fhall be contU 
nued to be ufed by this Church, as the 
fame is altered by this Convention, in a 
certain inftrument of writing paffed by 
their authority, entituled, " Alterations 
" of the Liturgy of the Proteftant Epif- 
" copal Church, in the United States of 
" America, in order to render the fame 
" conformable to the American revolution and 
" the conjlitutions of the refpeftive Jtates" 

V. In every State where there fhall be 
a Bifhop duly confecrated and fettled, and 
who fhall have acceded to the articles of 

this 
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this Ecclefiaftical Constitution, he fhall 
be confidered as a member of the General 
Convention ex officio ; and a Bifhop fhall 
always prefide in the General Convention, 
if any of the Epifcopal Order be prefent. - 

VI. The Bifhop or Bifhops in every 
State fhall be chofen agreeably to* fuch 
rules as fhall be fixed by the Convention 
of that State: and every Bifhop of this 
Church fhall confine the execcife; of »*hig 
epifcopal office to Jiis proper jurifdi&ion ; 
unlefs requefled to ordain or confirm, or 
perform any other aft of the Epifcopal of- 
fice, by any church deftitute of a Bifhop. > 

VII. A Proteftant Epifcopal Church in 
any of the United States not now repre- 
fented, may at any time hereafter be ad- 
mitted, on acceding to the articles of this 
union. 

VIII. Every Clergyman, whether Bi- 
fhop or Prefbyter, or Deacon, T fhall be 
amenable to the authority of the Conven- 
tion in the State to which he belongs," fo 

far 
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f?r as relates tqr fufpenfion or removal from ■ 
office ; and the Convention in each State > 
(hall institute rules for their conduct, and 
an equitable mode of trials And at every 
trial of a Btfhqp,* th^re fhall he one or moi$ 
of the epifcopal order prefent ; and none 
hut a Bifhop (hall pronounce fentence of 
depofition or degradation from the ministry 
on any Clergyman, whether Bifhop, or; 
Preibyter, or Ueacon, 
; JX. Al>d whpreap it is refprefented to this 
Qoqvention to be the general defire of the 
PfotaftwUvEpiibopalChuFch in thefe States', ' 
tjijt there may be* farther alterations of : 
the ".liturgy tttfn fqch as are made necef- 
fejry by the American revolution ; there- 
fic(«; the " Book of Common Prayer, and r 
V Adtnuuftration of the Sacraments, and 
44 other Rites and Ceremonies as re— 
" vifedand proposed $othe ufe of the Pro*-* 
*f te$a»t Epifcopftl Church, at a Convene 
44 tsk?a of the faid Church in the States 06 
44 5^ew.YorJk,..N e w J e ^ e y> Pennsylvania, 
Y " Dela- 
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iKSdHttiCiMMA?* may be u{«*% th& 
ChurcH in fttfeh bf the'Statea a» have «&*pt* 
*&& may ^^rth*(a*id4j!tb^pat^cu^ 
lar GtoWvdnti^nfi, till further pr&wfidff|j£ 
iaaaey &v thii cafe, by the- ftrft Genertl 
GbnvfefttickvWM^flwllfifretiible^hhfufffe. 
TeierirpWfre* 1 ^W^ifyilvB(^k^€oirifti«n 
Pray<ft-foPth* (^i4itcb in- tlvefe States, ?;« 
X; No pe* fon ftiaft' tf? <ssMtus&?iunai 
^ut» «Mrpina«wi *h&d;by the Bifltejr a«a two 
Pre%tcrs r A«a Jdxiiibilfftg totenwmrife %f 

figned by the Minifter*and a majority of 
the y$£fy£f>J^e^\ph v|aef^|xe.^»s laft 
refided ; or permitted to officiate as a Mi- 
nifter in this ChuMf^ *unlif"iiB> 3i8*iexhi- 
Wfed-Ms <$de*^ ^^ ©gq*:d4«adoWr^fld ^ub- 
^^to^'^Md^iig de<fcfak«bl^5** i^o 

-fMstotefe ^^fe^iferipea^^^^oid 

*« and Ne^^taiefrt t0 fcatfh^tfa&d of 

'■»» ^0^ f 'iWfti:td cotttaJh ali^fiin^ ne§e¥ary 

*# t6c*ir&ivatk(ft; and Idd^foktoHlfeb. 

• V «* ^ §c 
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-ff i gage % sotiform to the da&fii*!S and 
m worftiip of thfe..Pfoteftant JSpifsopai 
«*: Tdbtwcb; ; i» *hefc-.UfMtc4 £te*es " "■. ; n 
i :X-I. T^OQaftiMitioQiof t^ $j$jtefta$t 
,3Lpifcop4l^hj»ch;W *he Uai^ed States of 
Anieriea, when ^ratified fey thfcChuFCfegj 
a majority of ,*h<*rStats*i aggftfeled. in, Gene»- 

the purpose loffuchiaf^Htipn*! finite 
.unalterable i>y tfeg CtetfyeRtipoof anypar- 

iH the tiartief £irfkdfel»§cttmtmrrcf;o ' ; I 

->"'*. .; -::•. :.'1.:>.'->-fiio oj b.'slictmsq io ; tabus? 
~dJTh8£o&fmwimtv[D iidiaz isftift 
~ VThe ^ojwfc^»8T^|§intf4 J^fif bafe;8W- 
ofrofe, repqr^ ? ^Rnf^^^ 1 fhec4^tjey ( ^eflp 
Vtfre Afcl^illwgft^B^ip?)^ $&g&p<l* 
*:. ? Qn,q*dtU»8 kyMg^JSUlMf:>Yi bn.e > i - 

tk*GQKt4*wm rf tbtafihfti&ifefc the 
.-. i " Y 2 fevcral 
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&veral States represented ih this* Conven- 
tfpn-, that- -they a^thorife and empower 
their cfeputies to the^extXJertertLlGdn^en- 
"tioh, -after we (hall have obtainfecl-a •feifhop 
r ortBi'flw)ps in our Church, to<:oftfirm*ai*d 
ratify : a general 'Cottfiitiittonj r^pte&itfg 
-bdth the do&rine and ^'fcifiKfte cfl? thfe Pr#- 
"Wfta'ht Epifcopal :Churth in '%ht %kiito*d 
^taites of America. - , . : 

* Ohmoti&h, Refifaid, That -^he thafrfcs 
^f this Cofcventibn -be 'givfcn to r the R&&. 
Dr. White > Tor his Sdrfo6ft at thtvptriitig 
of 'this Cdnventkih j ftfifl that : he r be k re- 
queued to fyave the fame printed, 

Rtjpfoed, r !rfat the -thanks ©frittak^Con- 

ventton be given to his Excellency John 

Adams, Minifter 'Flerilpoteritkry \)f - the 

United States 3t the court of "Loriddh 1 ; to 

*tte Hon.Richiafd -Henry Ltc, Ijite Prefi- 

dent of £ongrefs ; to 'the Hon. John Jay, 

Secretary for fordign afeits ; and tb'Rtch- 

r ard j Peters, Efq. for their kind -dttehtidh to 

thb 
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'the concerns rif ttiis Churcli: and*hkttfee 
Prefident be defired to tranftttk the fumir 
'■ Rtfohed, l^hat a Committee of corref- 
J>endtefiee be appointed, and ; the tdiloWittfg 
gtfhtfettfen were appointed according:/: 
the Rev. Mi\ Griffith, Prtffiderit, Ret. 
Dr. Smitfh* Rev. } Dr. Whfte, Hfev. Mr. 
Prbvfcft, ttoti. Jofori Jay, Hon. James 
Duane, Samuel Powell, and Francis Hojj- 

Refohed, That the Rev.' Dr. White, 
Dr. Magaw, Mr. *Blackwell, and F; Hop- 
kinfon, Efquird, be a Committee for pub- 
lishing the Journals of this CctfivferitioYi. 

A&jdt#n<Sd, to ifteet at Chrift Church 
"to-morrow afternoon, immediately after 
divine fervicd. ' ' " '' " ' 

Sunday Afternoon, 2$thofJune, 1786. 

The Convention met. 

The Hon. Mr. Jay, a Delegate from 

New 



New York, attended, and took his feat 

V^&ratvftbpQ&oA? Jbsviog; fcxxin mwfe to 
the 4ra%afii aljr anfwfcfc tahthe fattftt J&m 
the Archbifhops and Bifhops of England, 
the fame wag^^^tt^. ^ ,^ 

On motion made and fecoadp^^Mr. Jay 
and Mr. Hopkinfbn were added to tbi* 
CaUtiikl^ vi;.I Ji-ia ion*-:"; . : ..;j ..J. #Y 

- A^o\rtnt<it^ efev^ii Vdock iio^mohrroifaL 

• /■-I: ot/;v^i :*\a;i .^I'oiO flj;;oci; hits 

- T^X^nii©it3^ wportsed.Ji dg$&j?£c3* 

^^^Ifcpf^,^! E#$pd* whj^ r , J^g 
read and confidered r ^^ agreed, tp, and i* 

^'^."V ■"'•.:* ;;"Y< T rvi;.7;"s ■" , ■", : (-.-•,■ ; -- ".' -.'*■..■ :^lr 

*:->.:V n,:--' >-j ■■-:.. :^ '■.;,;;•; .^- ■•■ „.- *:- : vrr 
5>r:<: :■ >.; jv :P „:..i vv : • . . vv*.;' 



tfo the Moji Reverend and RJ$r$Uve*emi 
«* I^Wsffa Gwi'tfo Aw&s*imov*>#nd 
avtfu&tok tf'tkfi Ck*teb gf BogjtatJk»^ 

«bfif..!;-;a-i.-.i *.-• }■;.</. -ft -ft Iv -'.-.: i:- •rqo.ftnl/i^:.^ 5u? 

■*;& 01 l->f-K.'. -air//. n>vimiqoH .iM 'bas 
We, the Clerical and Lay EfcpW^^ 

States of New York, New Jerfey, Perm- 

and South Carolina, have received the 
friendly and affea^t^l&^W&chiJour 
§5ai9af^&SAtof4ftb ItiHttnt^toffiT on 
tfie^toay fcf*^ar?^<i&r^lli^^ 

^^k*9^lbagfiai»H^«^^ftno3 bx«e bsw 
It gives us pleafure to be affliWd^'tbit 
the fuccefs of our application will probably 
meet with no greater obftacles than what 
4$ave arifen from doubts refpe&ing the ex- 
tent of the alterations we have made and 

P r °- 
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propofed; and we are happy to learn, that 
as no political impediments oppofe us here t . 
thofe which at prefent exiil in England 
may be removed. 

While doubts remain of our continuing 
to hold the fame effential articles of faith 
and difcipJine with the Church of Eng- 
land, we acknowledge the propriety of 
iufpending a compliance with our requf #• 
. We are unanimous and explicit in affur-. 
ing your J^ordfhips, that we neither have 
departed, nor propofe to depart, from the. 
do&rines of your Church. We have rie«. 
tamed the fame difcipline and forms of 
wqrflujs as far as was confident with our 
civil conititutions ; and we have made no. 
alterations or omiffions in the Book of 
Common Pr&yer, but fuch as that confi- 
deration prefcribeel, and fuch as were cal- 
culated to remove objections, which it ap- 
peared to us more conducive to union and 
general content to obviate, than to difpute. 
Jt is well known that many great and, 

pious 
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pious men of the Church of England have 
long wifhed for a revifion of the Liturgy, 
which it was deemed imprudent to ha- 
zard, left it might become a precedent for^ 
repeated and improper alterations. This 
is with us the proper feafon for fuch a re- 
vifion. We are now fettling and order- 
ing the affairs of our Church, and, if 
wifely done, we (hall have reafon to prd- 
mife ourfelves all the advantages that can 
refult from {lability and union. #' 

We are anxious to compleat our Epif- 
copal fyftem by means of the Church of 
England. We efteem and prefer it, and 
with gratitude acknowledge the patronage 
and favpurs for which, while connefted, 
we have conftantly been indebted to that 
Church. Thefe confiderations,- added to 
that of agreement in faith and worfhip, 
prefs us to repeat our former requeft, and 
to endeavour to remove your prefent hefita- 
tion, by fending you our propofed Eccle- 
Z fiafticai' 
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fiaftical Constitution and Book of Common 
Prayer. 

Thefe documents, we truft, will af- 
ford a full anfwer to every queftion that 
can arife on the fubjedt. We conlider 
your Lordlhips' letter as very candid and 
kind ; we repofe full confidence in the a£- 
furances it gives ; and that confidence, to- 
gether with the liberality and catholicifm 
of your vene^khle body, leads us to flatter 
ourfel\»s, that you will not difclaim a 
branch of your Church merely for having 
been in your Lordfhips' opinion, if that 
fhould be the cafe, pruned rather more 
clofely that its feparation made abfolutely 
ncceflary. 

We have only to add, that, as our 
Church in fundry of thefe States hath al- 
ready proceeded to the election of perlbns 
to be fent for confecration, and others may 
foon proceed to the fame, we pray to be, 
favoured with as fpeedy an anfwer to this 
•ur fecond addrcfs, as, in your great good- 

nefs, 
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nefs, you were pleafed to give to our for- 
mer onel 

We are ', 
With great and Jincere refpeSt, 

Moji worthy and venerable P relates $ 

Tour obedient and 

In Convention. rT 7 7 , r 

Chrift Church, Very humble fervants, 

Philadelphia, t 
June a6, 1788.6 VIRGINIA. 

David Griffith, Prejident. 
Cyrus Griffin. 

NEW-YORK. 
Samuel Provost, ReStor of 

Trinity Church, New York. 
Joshua Bloomer, ReSior of 

Jamaica, Long Ifland. 
John Jay. 

NEW JERSEY. 
Abraham Beach, ReStor of 
Chrift Church, New Brunf- 
wick. 
James Parker. 
Matthias Hajlsted. 

Za PENN- 
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• PENNSYLVANIA. 

William White, D. D f 

Reaor of Chrift Church 

and St. Peter' j, 
Samuel Mag aw, D. D. Flee 

Provoli of the Univerfity of 

Pennfylvania, and ReStor of 

St. Paul'*. 
Robert Blackwell, AJJif 

t ant Minijler of Qhxift. Church 

and St. Peter' s. 
Samuel Powell. 
Francis ?Hqpkinson. 

DELAWARE. 

Sydenham Thorne, Reftor of 
Chrift Church and St. PaulV. 
CharlesH-Wharton, D.D ? 
ReStor 0/* Emanuel Church, 
New Caftle, 
Robert Clay. , 
Nicholas Ridgeley, 

MARY- 



t '73 1 

MARYLAND. 

William Smith, D. D. 
Principal of Washington Col- 
lege, andReftor of Cho&ti 
Parijh. 

William . Smith, ReSlor of 
Stepney Parijh. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Robert Smith, Reflor ofSt r 
Philip V Church, -Charles- 
ton.' 

JOHtf Parker. 

A fair copy of the above being engrofled 
and compared at the table, the fame was 
figned by the members : prefent, and deli- 
vered to the Cdmhiittee of Correfpondence, 
to be forwarded to England. 

Refolvedy That the Committee of Corre- 
spondence be empowered to } call a General 

; - Qonven- 
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Convention, whenever a majority of the 
faid Committee (hall think it jieceffary. 

It was determined by ballot, that Wil- 
mington, in the State of Delaware, fhall be 
the next place of meeting* 

Refohed, That the thanks of this Con- 
vention be given to the Prefident for his im- 
partial and diligent difcharge of the duties of 
hisoffice. 

Refofoed, That the thanks of this Con- 
vention be given to Francis Hopkinfon, 
Efq. for his diligence in the difcharge of 
his duty as Secretary. 

Refohed, That the Prefident be requefted 
to open the next Convention with a fermon. 

The Convention adjourned, fine die. 

Signed^ by order of the Convention, * 
DAVID GRIFFITH, Prefident. 
'FftAR'Cis Hopk i nson, Secretary. 



Tuesday, 
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Tuesday, loth of Oftober, 1786. 

On motion, the letters received, fince 
the laft meeting, from the Archbifhops of 
England, with the forms of teftimonials, 
and adt of Parliament, inclofed and referred 
to, be now read, and they were read ac- 
cordingly, in the words following : 

%o the Committee of the General Convention at 
Philadelphia, the Rev. Dr. White, Prefix 
dent, the Rev. Dr. Smith, the Rev. Mr. 
Provojl, the Hon. James Duane, Samuel 
Powell, and Richard Peters, Efqrs. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen, 

INFLUENCED by the fame fentiments 
of fraternal regard expreffed by the Arch- 
bifhops and Bifhops in their anfwer to your 
addrefs, we defire you to be perfuaded, that 
if we have not yet been able to comply with 

your 
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your requeft, the delay has proceeded from 
no tardinefs on our part. The only caufe 
of it has been the uncertainty in which wc 
were left, by receiving your addrefs unac- 
companied by thofe communications with 
regard to your Liturgy, Articles, and Eccle- 
fiaftical Conftitution, without the knowledge 
of which we could not prefume to apply to 
the Legiflature for fuch powers as were ne- 
ceflary to the completion of your wiflies. 
The Journal of the Convention, and the 
firft part of your Liturgy, did not reach us 
till more than two months after our receipt 
of your addrefs ; and we were not in poflef- 
fion of the remaining part of it, an^d of your 
articles, till the laft day of April. The 
whole of your communications was then, 
with as little delay as poffible, taken into 
confideration at a meeting of the Archbi- 
fhops and fifteen of the Bifhops, beijig all 
who were then in London and able to at- 
tend ; and it was impoffible not to obferve, 
with concern, that if the eflential do&rines 

of 
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of our common faith were retained, lefs re- 
fpe£t however was paid to our Liturgy than 
its own excellence, and your declared at- 
tachment to it, had led us to expeft : not 
to mention a variety of verbal alterations, of 
the heceflity or propriety of which we are 
by no means fatisfied, we few with grief, 
that two of the confeffions of our Chriftian 
Faith, refpe&able for their antiquity, have 
been entirely laid afide ; and that even in 
that which is called the Apoftles* Creed, an 
article is omitted, which was thought nc- 
ceflary to be inferted, with a view to a par- 
ticular herefy, in a very early age of the 
Church, and has ever fince had the vene- 
rable fariftion of univerfal reception. Ne- 
verthelefs, as a proof of the fincere defire 
which we feel to continue in fpiritual com- 
munion with the members of your church 
in America, and to complete the orders of 
your miniftry, and truftitig that the com- 
munications which we (hall make to you, 
©n the fubjedt of thefe and fome other alte- 
A a rations, 
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rations, will have their defired efFe&, we 
have, even under thefc circumftances, pre- 
pared a bill for conveying to us the powers 
neceflary for this purpofe. It will in a few 
days be prefented to Parliament, and we 
have the beft reafons to hope that it will re- 
ceive the aflent of the Legiflature. This 
bill will enable the Archbifhops and Bifliops 
to give Epifcopal Confecration to the per- 
fons who fliall be recommended, without 
requiring from them any oaths or fubfcrip- 
tions, inconfiftent with the fituation in 
which the late Revolution has placed them ; 
upon condition that the full fatisfa&ion of 
the fufficiency of the perfons recommended, 
which you offer to us in your addrefs, be 
given to the Archbifhops and Bifliops. You 
will doubtlefs receive it as a mark both of 
our friendly difpofition towards you, and of 
our defire to avoid all delay on this occa- 
sion, that we have taken this earlieft oppor- 
tunity of conveying to you this intelligence, 
aad that we proceed (as fuppofing ourielves 

inverted 
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inverted with that power which for your 
fakes we have requefted) to ftate to you 
particularly the feveral heads, upon which 
that fatisfa&ion which you offer, will be ac- 
cepted, and the mode in which it may be 
given. The anxiety which is fhewn by the 
Church of England to prevent the intrufion 
of unqualified perfons into even the inferior 
offices of our Miniftry, confirms our own 
fentiments, and points it out to be our 
duty, very earneftly to require the moft 
decifive proofs of the qualifications of 
thofe who may be offered for admiffion to 
that order, to which the fupcrintendence of 
thofe offices is committed. At our feveral 
ordinations of a Deacon and a Prieft, the 
candidate fubmits himfelf to the examination 
of the Bifhop as to his proficiency in learn- 
ing ; he gives the proper fecurity of his 
foundnefs in the Faith by the fubfcriptiohs 
which are made previoufly neceflary ; he is 
required to bring teftimonials of his virtu- 
ous converfation during the three preceding 
A a 2 years ; 
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years ; and that no mode of inquiry may 
be omitted, public notice of his offering 
himfelf to be ordained is given in the pari(h 
church where he refides or minifters, and 
the people are folemnly called upon to de-> 
clare, if they know any impediment for the 
which he ought not to be admitted. At 
the time of ordination too the fame folemn 
call is made on the congregation then pre? 
fent. 

Examinations, fubfcription and teftimo-; 
nials are not indeed repeated at the confe- 
cration of an Englifh Biftiop, becaufe the 
perfon to be confecrated has added to the 
fecurities given at his former ordinations, 
that fan&ioii which arifes from his having 
conftantly lived and exercifed his miniftry 
under the eyes and obfervation of his coun- 
try. But the obje&s of our prefent confide- 
ration are very differently circumftanced ; 
their fufficiency in learning, the foundnefs 
of their faith, and the purity of their man- 
ners, are not matters of notoriety here ; 

means, 
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means therefore muft be found to fatisfy the 
Archbifhop who confecrates, and the Bi- 
Ihops who prefent them, that, in the words 
of our church, " They be apt and meet 
" for their learning and godly converfation, 
u to exercife their miniftry duly to the ho- 
" nour of God, and the edifying of his 
*' church, and to be wholefome examples 
*' and patterns to the flock of Chrift." 

With regard to the firft qualification, fuf- 
ficiency in good learning, we apprehend that 
the fubje&ing a perfon, who is to be ad- 
mitted to the office of a Bifhop in the church, 
to that examination which is required pre- 
vious to the ordination of Priefls and Dea- 
cons, might leffen that reverend eftimation 
which ought never to be feparated from r the 
Epifcopal character ; we therefore do not re- 
quire any farther fatisfadtion on this point 
than will be given to us by the forms of 
teftimonials in the annexed paper ; fully 
trufting that thqfe who figa them will be 
yvell aware, how greatly incompetence in 

this 
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this relpect muft leflen the weight and au- 
thority of the Biftiop, and affeft the credit 
of the Epifcopal Church. 

Under the fecond head, that of fubfcrip- 
tion, our defire is to require that fubfcrip- 
tion only to be repeated, which you have 
already been called upon to make by the 
Tenth Article of your Ecclefiaftical Confti- 
tution : but we fhould forget the duty which 
we owe to our own Church, and aft in- 
confiftently with that fincere regard which 
we bear to yours, if we were not explicit 
in declaring, that, after the difpofition we 
have (hewn to comply with the prayer of 
your addrefs, we think it now incumbent 
upon you to ufe your utmoft exertions alio 
for the removal of any {tumbling block of 
offence, which may poflibly prove an ob- 
ftacle to the fuccefs of it. We therefore 
moft earneflly exhort you, that previoufly 
to the time of your making fuch fub- 
fcriprion, you reftore to its integrity the 
Apoftles' Creed, in which you have omitted 

an 
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an article merely, as it feems, from ixrifap- 
prehenfion of the fenfe in which it is under- 
stood by our church, nor can we help ad- 
ding, that we hope you will think it but a 
decent proof of the attachment which you 
profefs to the fervices of our Liturgy, to give 
to the other two creeds a place in your Book 
of Common Prayer, even though theufe 
of them fhould be left difcretional. We 
(hould be inexcufabie too, if at the time 
when you are requefting the eftablifliment 
of Biftiops in your church, we did not ftrong- 
ly reprefent to you that the Eighth Article 
of your Ecclefiaftical Conftitution appears 
to us to be a degradation of the Clerical, 
and ftill more of the Epifcopal character. 
We perfuade ourfclves, that in your enfu- 
ing Convention, fbme alteration will be 
thought neceflary in this article, before this 
reaches you ; or, if not, that due attention 
will be given to it in confequence of our 
reprefentation. 

On 
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On the third and laft head, which re- 
fpe&s purity of manners, the reputation of 
the church, both in England and America, 
and the intereft of our common Chriftianity, 
is fo deeply concerned in it, that we feel it 
our indifpenfable duty to provide, on this 
fubje&, the moft effectual fecurities. It is 
prefumed that the lame previous public no- 
tice of the intention of the perfon to be con- 
fecrated will be given in the church where 
he refides in America, for the fame reafons, 
and therefore nearly in the lame form, with 
that ufed in England before our ordinations. 
The call upon the perfons prefent at the 
time of confecration, muft be deemed of 
little ufe before a congregation compofed of 
thofe to whom the perfon to be confecrated 
is unknown. The teftimonials figned by 
perfons living in England admit of reference, 
and examination, and the characters of thofe 
who give them are fubjeft to fcrutiny, and, 
in cafes of criminal deceit, to punifhment. 
In proportion as thefe circumftances are lefs 

appli- 



applicable to tcftimonials from America, 
thofe teftimonials ttiuft be more explicit* 
and fupported by a greater number of fig- 
natures. We therefore think it heceffary 
that the (everal perfbns, candidates for Epif* 
copal confecration, Ihould bring to us both 
a teftimonial from the General Convention 
of the Epifcopal Church, with as many fig- 
natures as can be obtained, and a more par- 
ticular one,' from the refpedtive Conventions 
in thofe States which recommend them. It 
will appear from the tenor of the letters 
teftimonial ufed in England, a form of 
which is annexed, that the minifters who 
fign them bear teftimony to the qualifica- 
tions of the candidates on their own perfonal 
knowledge. Such a teftimony is not to be 
expe&ed from the members of the General 
Convention of the Epifcopal Church in 
America on this occafion. We think it 
fufficient, therefore, that they declare they 
know no impediment, but believe the perfbn 
to be confecrated is of a virtuous life and 
B fe found 
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found faith ; we have fent you fuch a form 
as appears to us proper to be ufed for that 
purpofe. More (pecific declarations muft 
be made by the members of the Conven- 
tion in each State from which the perfons 
offered for confecration are refpeftively re* 
commended ; their perfbnal knowledge of 
them there can be no doubt of; we truft* 
therefore, they will have no objection to 
the adoption of the form of a teftimonial 
which is annexed and drawn up upon the 
fame principles and containing the fame at- 
teftations of perfonal knowledge with that 
above mentioned, as required previoufly to 
our ordinations ; we truft we fhall receive 
thefe teftimonials figned by fuch a majo- 
rity in each Convention that recommend, 
as to leave no doubt of the fitnefs of the 
candidates upon the minds of thofe whofe 
confciences are concerned in the conie- 
cration of them. 

Thus much we have thought it right to 
communicate to you, without referve, at 

prefent, 
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prefent, intending to give you further in-* 
formation as foon as we are able ; in the 
mean time, we pray God to direft your 
counfels in this very weighty matter, and 
are, Mr. Prefident and Gentlemen, 

Tour affectionate Brethren, 

J. Cantuar. 
W. Ebor. 

form of a Tefimoniai for Priejt*s Orders in 
England. 

7i the Right Reveren4 Father in God ■ 



by Divine per miffion Lord Bi/hop of . 

W E whofe names are here underwrit- 
ten, teftify, from our perfbnal knowledge 
of the life and behaviour of A. B. for the 
fpace of three years laft part, that he hath 
during that time lived pioufly, foberly and 
honeftly. Nor hath he at any time, as far 
<ts we know or believe, written, taught, 
J3 b 2 or 
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or held, any thing contrary to the doc* 
trine or difcipline of the Church of Eng- 
land. And moreover, we think him a per : 
fon worthy to be adrpitted to the facred 
order of Prieft. In witnefs whereof, wq 
have hereunto fet our hands. Dated the? 
■ day of « — , in the year of our 



Lord- 



Te/iimony from th( General Convention, 

W E whofe names are underwritten, fu^ 
ly fenfible how important it is, that thq 
facred office of a Bilhop fhould not be un* 
worthily conferred, and firmly perfuaded 
that it is our duty to bear our teftimony on 
this folemn pecafion, without partiality or 
affe&ion, do, ill theprefence of Almighty 
God, teftify, that A* B. is not, as far as 
we are informed, juftly liable to evil je- 
port either for error in religion, or for vi- 
pioufnefs in life ; and that we do not know 
pr believe there is any impediment or no-^ 

table; 



table crime, on account of which he ought 
not to be confecrated to that holy office, 
but that he hath led his life, for the three 
years laft paft, piouflyj foberly, and ho? 
peftly, 

^eJUmony from the Members of the Convention, 
in the State from whence the perfon is re* 
fommendea I for confecration. 

"VV E, whofe names are under written, 
fully fenfible how important it is that the 
facred office of a Bifhop fhould not be un- 
worthily conferred, and firmly perfuade4 
.(hat it is our duty to bear teftimony on this 
folemn occafion without partiality or affec- 
tion, do, in the prefence of Almighty God, 
teftify, that A. B. is not, fo far as we are 
informed, jjuftly liable to evil report either 
for error in religion, or for vicioufnefs of 
life ; and that we do not know or believe 
there is any impediment or notable crinie 
for which he ought not to be confecrated 

to 
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to that holy office. We do moreover joint* 
ly and feverally declare, that, having per- 
fonally known him for three years laft 
paft, we do in our confciences believe him 
to be of fuch fufficiency in good learning, 
fuch foundnefs in the faith, and of fuch 
virtuous and pure manners and godly coiir 
variation, that he is apt and meet to exer- 
cife the office of a Bifhop, to the honour 
of God, and the edifying of his Church, 
and to be an wholefome example to the 
$ock of Chrift, 

Canterbury > July tfh, 1786. 
$p the Committee of the General Convention^ 

Gentlemen, 

1 HE enclofed Aft, being now paffed, I 
have the fatisfa&ion of communicating it to 
you. It is accompanied by a copy of a let* 
ter, and fome forms pf teftimonials, whicb 
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I fentyou by the packet of laft month. It 
is the opinion here, that no more than 
three Bifhops fhould be coufecrated for the 
United States of America ; who may con- 
fecrate others at their return, if more be 
found neceflary* But whether we can con- 
fecrate any, or not; muft yet depend on 
the anfwers we may receive, to what we 
have written. 

i" am your humble fervant, 

J. Cantuar. 

" An ACT to empower the Archbijbopof 
Canterbury ', or the Archbijhop of York ^ for 
the time beings to confecrate to the office of 
a Bijhop) perfons being fubjefts or citizens 
of countries out of His Majejlfs Domi- 
nions. 

WHEREAS by the laws of this realm 
no perfbn can be confecrated to the office 
•f a Bifliop, without the King's licence for 

his 
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his ele&ion to that office, and the Royal 
mandate under the great feal for his con* 
firmation and confefcration ; and whereas 
every perfon who fhall be confecrated to 
the faid office is required to take the oaths 
tof allegiance and fupremafcy* and alfo the 
oath of due obedience to the Archbifhop : 
and whereas there arfe divers pef fbns fub- 
jefts or citizens of countries out of His 
Majefty's dominions^ inhabiting and refid- 
ing within the faid countries, who profefs 
the public worfhip of Almighty God, ac- 
cording to the principles of the Church of 
England, and who, in order to provide a 
regular fucceffion of Minifters for the fer- 
vice of their church, are defirous of having 
certain of the fubje&s or citizens of thofe 
countries confecrated Bifhops according to 
the form of confecration in the Church of 
England : Be it enacted by the King's Moft 
. Excellent Majefty, by and with the advice 
and confent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and Commons in this prefent 

Parlia- 
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Parliament aflembled, and by the authority 
of the fame, that from and after the pafling 
of this aft, it fhall and may be lawful to 
and for the Archbifhop of Canterbury, or 
the Archbifhop of York, for the time be« 
ing, together with fuch other Bifhops as 
they fhall call to their affiftance, to confe- 
crate perfons, being fubje&s or citizens of 
countries out of His M ajefty's Dominions, 
Bifhops for the purpofes aforefaid, with- 
out the King's licence for their ele&ion, or 
the Royal mandate under the great feal for 
their confirmation and confecration, and 
without requiring them to take the oaths 
of allegiance and fupremacy, and the oath 
of due obedience to the Archbifhop for the 
time being. Provided always, that no per- 
fons fhall be confecrated Bifhops in the 
manner herein provided until the Archbi- 
fhop of Canterbury or the Archbifhop of 
York for the time being fhall have firft 
applied for, jmd obtained, His Majefty's 
licence, by warrant under his Royal fignet 
C c and 
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and fign manual, authorizing and empower- 
ing him to perform fuch confecration, and 
expreffing the name or names of the per- 
fons fo to be confecrated ; nor until the faid 
Archbifhop has been fully afcertained of 
their fufficiency in good learning, of the 
foundnefs of their faith, and of the purity 
of their manners. Provided alfo, and be 
it hereby declared, that no perfon or per- 
fons confecrated to the office of a Bifhop in 
the manner aforefaid, nor any perfon or 
perfbns deriving their confecration from or 
under any Bifhop fo confecrated, nor any 
perfon or perfons admitted to the order of 
Deacon or Prieft by any Bifhop or Bifhops 
fb confecrated, or by the fucceffor or fuc- 
ceffors of any Bifhop or Bifhops fo confe- 
crated, fhall be thereby enabled to exercife 
his or their refpe&ive office or offices with- 
in His Majefty's dominions. Provided al- 
ways, and be it further ena&ed, that a 
certificate of fuch confecration fhall be gi- 
ven under the hand and feal of the Arch- 
bifliop 
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bifhop who confecrates, containing the 
name of the perfon fo confecrated, with 
the addition as well of the country whereof 
he is a fubjeft or citizen, as of the church 
in which he is appointed Bifhop, and the 
further defcription of his not having taken 
the faid oaths, being exempted from the 
obligation of fo doing by virtue of this 
aft." 

Refohedj That a Committee be now ap- 
pointed to take into confideration the let- 
ters and papers read, and to report there- 
on, 

Wednesday, nthofOdtober* 1786. 

The Committee, appointed laft evening, 
to take into confideration the matters con- 
tained in the letters from the Archbifhops 
of England delivered in their report ; which , 
after mature deliberation, and fome amend- 
ments, was agreed to and eftablifhed, as 
C c 2 an 
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an a& of this Corporation, and is in the 
words following, viz. 

An ACT* of the General Convention of Cle- 
rical and Lay Deputies of the Protejiant 
Epifcopal Churchy in the States of New- 
York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Dela- 
ware, and South Carolina, held at Wil- 
mington, in the State of Delaware, on 
Wednejday, the nth of Odtober, 1786. 

VV HEREAS, at a general Convention 
of Clerical and Lay Deputies of the Pro- 
teftant Epifcopal Church in fundry of the 
United States of America, viz. New York, 
New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, 
holden at the city of Philadelphia, on the 
Tuefday before the feaft of St. Michael, 
in the year of our Lord 1785, and divers 
fubfequent days, it was agreed and declar- 
ed, That " the Book of Common Prayer 
" and Adminiftration of the Sacraments, 

" and 
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" and other Rites and Ceremonies of th* 
** Church, according to the ufe of th* 
" Church of England," fhould be conti- 
nued to be ufed by this Church, as the 
fame was altered by the faid Convention, 
in a certain inftrument of writing, paffed 
by their authority, entitled, " Alterations 
" of the Liturgy of the Proteftant Epif- 
" copal Church, in the United States of 
" America, in order to render the fame 
" conformable to the American revolution 
" and the Constitutions of the refpeftive 
" States." And it was further agreed 
and declared, that the Book of Common 
Prayer and Adminiftration of the Sacra- 
ments and other Rites and Ceremonies of' 
the Church, according to the ufe of the 
Church of England, as altered by an inftru- 
ment of writing paffed under the authority 
of the aforefaid Convention, entitled* " Al- 
" terations in the Book of Common Prayer 
" and Adminiftration of the Sacraments, 
" and other Rites and Ceremonies of the 

Church, 



cc 
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" Church, according to the ufe of the 
" Church of England, propofed and re- 
" commended to the Proteftant Epifcopal 
" Church in the United States of America, 
" ihould be ufed in this Church, when 
" the fame ftiould have been ratified by 
" the Conventions which had refpe&ively 
" fent deputies to the faid General Con- 
4< vention." And thereupon the faid 
Convention, anxious to complete their 
Epifcopal fyftem, by means of the Church 
of England, did fubferibe and tranfmit an 
addrefs to the Moft Reverend and Right 
Reverend the Archbifhops of Canterbury 
and York, and the Bifhops of the Church 
of England, earncftly entreating that ve- 
nerable body to confer the Epifcopal cha- 
ra£ter on fuch perfons as (hould Be recom- 
mended by this Church, in the feveral 
States fo reprefented. 

And whereas the Clerical and Lay Depu- 
ties of this Church, have received the moft 
friendly and affe&ionate letters, in anfwer 

to 
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to the faid addrefs, from the faid Archbi- 
fhops and Bifhops, openiiig a fair profpeft 
of the fuccefs of their faid applications ; 
but at the fame time earneftly exhorting 
this Convention to ufe their utmoft exer- 
tions for the removal of certain objections, 
by them made, againft fome parts of the 
alterations in the Book of Common Prayer 
and Rites and Ceremonies of this Church, 
laft mentioned : In purfuance whereof, this 
prefent General Convention hath been called 
and is now affembled ; and being fincerely 
difpofed to give every fatisfadtion to their 
Lordfhips, which will be conliftent with 
the union and general content of the Church 
they reprefent ; and declaring their ftedfaft 
refolution to maintain the fame eflential 
articles of faith and difcipline with the 
Church of England; 

Now therefore, the faid Deputies do 
hereby determine and declare, 

Firjt, That in the xreed, commonly 
called "The Apojttcf Creed, thefe words— 

" He 



«< 
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He defcended into bell," (hall be and con- 
tinue a part of that creed. 

Secondly, That the Nicene Creed fliaJJ 
alfo be inferted in the faid Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, immediately after the A pottles' 
Creed, prefaced with the Rubrick [Or 
This.] 

And whereas, in confequence of the ob- 
jections expreffed by their Lordfhips to 
the alterations in the Book of Common 
Prayer laft mentioned, the Conventions in 
fome of the States, reprefented in this 
general Convention, have fufpended the 
ratification and ufe of the faid Book of 
Common Prayer, by reafon whereof it 
will be improper that perfons to be confe- 
crated or ordained as Bifhops, Priefts, or 
Deacons, refpe&ively, fhould fubfcribe the 
Declaration contained in the Tenth Article 
of the general Ecclefiaftical Conftitution, 
without fome modification : 

Therefore, it is hereby determined and 
declared, 

"thirdly, 
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^thirdly ', That the fecond claufe fo to be 
fubfcribed by a Bifhop, Prieft, or Deacon 
of this church, in any of the States which 
have not already ratified or ufed the laft- 
mentiohed Bdok of Common Prayer, fhall 
be in the words following : " And I do fo- 
44 lemnly engage to conform to the do&rine 
" and worlhip of the Proteftant Epifcopal 
44 Church, according to the ufe of the 
44 Church of England, as the fame is alter- 
" ed by the General Convention, in a cer* 
44 tain inftrument of writing, paffed by 
44 their authority," entitled, Alterations of 
44 the Liturgy of the Protejiant Epifcopal 
44 Church in the United States of America, 
44 in order to render the fame conformable to 
4 4 the American revolution and the Conjiitution 
44 of the refpedlive States, until the new 
46 Book of Common Prayer, recommended 
44 by the general Convention, fhall be rati- 
44 fied or ufed in the State in which I am 
44 [Bifhop, Prieft, or Deacon, as the cafe 
" may be] by the authority of the Con- 
D d 44 vention 
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44 vention thereof. And I do farther fo- 
44 lemnly engage, that when the faid new 
44 Book of Common Prayer fhall be rati- 
44 fied or ufed by the authority of the Con- 
44 vention in the State for which I am con- 
44 fecrated a Bifhop [or ordained a Prieft 
44 or Deacon] I will conform to the doc- 
44 trines and worfhip of the Proteftant 
44 Epifcopal Church, as fettled and deter- 
44 mined in the laft-mentioned Book of 
46 Common Prayer and Adminiftration of 
44 the Sacraments, fct forth by the Gene- 
44 ral Convention of the Proteftant Epifco- 
44 pal Church in the United States." 

And it is hereby further determined and 
declared^ 

That thefe words in the Prefacd to the 
new-propofed Book of Common Prayer > 
viz. 44 In the creed, commonly called the 
44 Apoftlea' Creed, one claufe is omitted 
44 as being of uncertain meaning; and" — 
together with the note referred to in that 
place, be„ from henceforth, no part of the 

Pre- 
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Preface to the faid propofed Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, 

And it is hereby further determined and 
declared. 

That the fourth Article of Religion in 
the new-propofed Book of Common Prayer, 
be altered, to render it conformable to the 
adoption of the Nicene Creed, as follows : 
" Of the Creeds. The two Creeds, name- 
" ly, that commonly called the Apoftles' 
" Creed, and the Nicene Creed, ought to 
" be received and believed, becaufe they," 
&c. &c. 

Done in General Convention, at Wil- 
mington, in the State of Delaware, 
.the day and year firft aforefaid. 

The firft queftion, taken on the report 
of the Committee, was, Whether the words 
" He defcended into Hell" fhould be reftored 
in the Apoftles' Creed ? 

When the Ayes and Nays being called 
for, the votes were as follow, 

Dd 2 NEW 
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NEW YORK. 



Dr. Provost, Aye, 
Mr. Duane, Aye. 
Mr. Rutherforp, No. 



» Divided, 



NEW JERSEY, 

Rev. Mr. Ogden, Aye. 1 

Rev. Mr. Frazer, Aye. 

Mr. Wallace, Aye. ^Aye, 

Mr. 
Mr. 



r. Cox, No. J 

r. Waddel, Aye. j 



PENNSYLVANIA, 

Dr. White, Aye. 

Dr. Magaw, Aye. 

Mr. Blackwell, Aye. _. . , - 

{►Divided, 
Mr. Hopkinson, No. 

Mr. Powell, No. 

Mr. Gilpin, No. 



DEL4- 
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DELAWARE. 

Dr. Wharton, No. "1 

Rev. Mi-.Thorne, Ave. S 

ivyr o x * >Divided. 

Mr. Sykes, Aye. j 

Mr. Grantham, No. J 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 
r Aye. 



Rev. Mr. R.Smith, Aye.] 
Mr. Rutledge, Aye. J 



And fo the words are to be reftored; there 
being two Ayes, and no Negative. 

On the queftion, Shall the Nicene 
Creed be reftored in the Liturgy ? the fame 
was unanimoufly agreed to. 

Adjourned to fix o'clock in the even- 

At fix o'clock, the Convention met. 
On the queftion, Shall the C*eed, com- 
jnonly called the Aihanafian Creed, be ad- 
mitted 
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* ■ 
mittcd in the Liturgy of the Proteftant 

Epifcopal Church in the United States of 

America ? 

The Ayes and Nays being taken, were 

as follow : 

NEW YORK. 
Dr. Provost, No. 
Mr. Duane, No." > Nay. 

Mr. Rutherford, No./ 

NEW JERSEY. 
Rev. Mr. Ogden,No. 1 
Rev. Mr. Frazer, No. 
Mr. Cox, No. ^Divided. 

Mr. Wallace, Aye. 
Mr. Waddel, Aye. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Dr. White, No. 

Dr. Magaw, No. 

Mr. Blackwell, No. 

Mr. Hopkinson, No. 

Mr. Powell, No. 

Mr. Gilpin, No. 

DELA* 



Nay. 
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DELAWARE. 



Dr. Wharton, No. 
Rev. Mr. Thorne, Aye. 
Mr. Sykes, No. 
Mr. Grantham, No. J 



Divided. 



SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Rev. Mr. Smith, No. 1 ^ 
Mr. Rutledge, No. j 

And fo, it was determined in the nega- 
tive. 

On thequeftion, Shall the 8th article of 
the Ecclefiaftical ConiYitution remain as 
propofed and publifhed by the late Conven- 
tion ? It was unanimoufly determined in the 
affirmative. 

Refohed, That in the opinion of this 
Convention, it is proper for thofe gentle- 
men, who (hall proceed from any of thefc 
States, for England, for the purpofe of ob- 
taining Epifcopal Confecration ; firft, to 
fubfciibe either the form dire&ed in the 

10th 
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10th article of the propofed Ecclefiaftical 
Conftitution, or elfe the form dire&ed in 
the aft or inftrument now paffed by this 
Convention ; and that they refpe&ively 
lodge their fubfcriptions with the Secretary, 
taking from him a certificate of their having 
fo done. 

Refohedy That the Secretary be defired 
to tranfmit a copy of the proceedings of this 
Convention, to the {landing Committees 
of the Proteftant Epifcopal Church in the 
States of Maryland and Virginia, with the 
afFedtionate hope of this body, that their 
brethren of the faid States, after duly con- 
fidering the principles on which thefe pro- 
ceedings have been held, will approve and 
adopt thefame. 

It was moved and feconded, that a Com- 
mittee be appointed, to draft a letter from 
this Convention to the Archbifhops of Eng- 
land, in anfwer to their late letters. 

And the following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed accordingly : 

Dr. 
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Dr. SMiTHjSDf* White, and Dn 
Wharton. 

This Committee Retired, and after fome 

time, returned and reported a letter, which, 
after a few amendments, was agreed to, as 
follows : 

2* the Arehbifhops of Canterbury and York* 

Mojl Worthy and Venerable Prelates ! 

IN purfuance of your Graces' communi- 
cations to the ftanding Committee of our 
Church, received by the June Packet* apd 
the letter of his Grace the Archbifhop of 
Canterbury* of July the 4th, fcnclofing the 
&£t of Parliament " to empower the Arch** 
bifhop of Canterbury, or the Archbifhop of 
York, for the time being, to confecrate to 
the office of a Bifhop, perfons, being fub- 
jefts or citizens of countries out of His 
Majefty's dominions, v a general Convention, 
now fitting, have the honour of offering 
their unanimous and hearty thank? for the 
E e con- 
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continuance of your CJttiftian attention to 
this Church; and particularly for your hav- 
ing fo fpeedily acquired a legal capacity of 
complying with the prayer of our former 
addrefles. 

We have taken into our moft ferious and 
deliberate confideration, the feveral matters 
fo affe&ionately recommended to us in thofe 
communications, and whatever could be 
done towards a compliance with your ia- 
therly wifhes and advice, confiftently with 
our local circumftances, and the peace and 
unity of our Church, hath been agreed to j 
as, we truft, will appear from the enclofed 
a£t of our Convention, which we have the 
honour to tranfmit to you, together with 
the Journal of our Proceedings. 

We are, with great and Jincere rejpeft, 
Moft worthy and venerable Prelates, 
Tour obedient and 

^In general Convention, y er y humble fervantS, 
at Wilmington, in 

. the State of Dela- (By Order) 
ware, O&ober u. _ — . r , . 

1 7 86. Sam. Provost, Prefident. 

The 
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The above letter being fairly copied, was 
figned by, the Prefident, in behalf of the 
Convention. 

On motion, the States were refpe&ively 
called upon to know, if in their leveral 
Conventions, any perfon had been elected 
and recommended for Epifcopal confecra- 
tion ; when it appeared, that the Conven- 
tion of New York had ele&ed and re- 
commended the Rev. Dr. Samuel Provoft 
to that office. The members prefent then 
proceeded to fign his teftimonials, in the 
form prefcribed by the Archbifhops of Eng- 
land, for the general Convention. 

The Convention of Pennsylvania had 
ele&ed and recommended the Rev. Dr. 
William White, and his teftimonials were 
in like manner figned by the members pre- 
fent. 

It appeared alfo, that the Convention of 

Virginia* had elected and recommended the 

E e % Rev. 
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■i 

Rev. Dr. I^avid Griffith, and his teftimo- 
nials were accordingly figned, $ 

Adjourned, Jine die, 

Signed, by order of the Convention, 

SAMUEL PROVOST, Prefident. 
Francis Hopkinson, Secretary. 



ERRATA in the OBSERVATIONS, 

page 2, line 6, for forefather read father. 

— — 1 1 , Note, line 3 , for Abe liars, read Abelians* 

line 4, for Adnoites % read Agnoites. For Aginuii t 
read Agynni, 

line 6, for Andean s read Au deans. 

for Antidicomafiane, read Antidicomariani. 
for Antimmiavs, read Antinomians. 

line 7, for Anians, read Arrians. 

for Sancarrians, read Semi- Arrians* 

line 8, for Anarcmah, read Ar mini am. 

Note, line 9, for inebriety read ebriety, 

line 15, after i«ow infen and believe. 

Note, line 2, for tameable, read tangible, 

line 8, for belives, read believes. 
' 60, Note, line 15, for began, read begun. 

■ 6 1 , line 1 6, for bepond, read beyond, 

*— $5, line 6, for fprung, read fpring. 
— — 69, line 5, for becomes, read become \ 
— — 85, line 6, for a t Me f read or //"//*. ^ 

i 87, laft line, inflead of though a Jew, read #ir</<3 Romatf^ 

r— ■— 9Q, lafl line, for Ceuturian, read Centurion. 




